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On 20 June, the Israeli government 
announced a decision to ease 
its three-year blockade of Gaza, 
allowing the unrestricted import 
of goods intended for civilian 
use. Other items that Israeli 
authorities define as military or 
dual military/civilian items will 
remain restricted. Following 
the announcement, the volume 
of imports slightly increased, 
and some previously restricted 
consumer goods, mostly food and 
household items, were allowed 
into Gaza. While the decision is 
welcome, its humanitarian impact 
is likely to be limited as two key 
areas have not been addressed in the 
decision: restrictions on exports and movement of 
people. Without exports allowed out of Gaza, the 
potential economic impact of the partial removal 
of restrictions on imports will remain limited. 
Additionally, as most construction materials have 
been defined as ‘dual use’ items, housing needs 
are likely to remain largely unmet. Although these 
materials will be allowed for projects under UN or 

international supervision, the complexity and high 
cost of the monitoring requirements by the Israeli 
authorities make the implementation of a large 
number of such projects unsustainable.

Meanwhile, due to the blockade and the internal 
Palestinian rift, the level of services provided to 
the population of Gaza continued to deteriorate. 
This was particularly evident this month with 

Well in Massafer Yatta (Hebron) – unsafe water; filling points could mitigate water 
shortage faced by many in Area C. Photo by OCHA, 2010 
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regard to Gaza’s healthcare sector. Following a 
seven-month decline in the amount of industrial 
fuel entering Gaza resulting from an ongoing 
funding dispute between the Gaza and Ramallah 
authorities, power cuts have increased up to 16 
hours on some days in some parts of Gaza. Back-
up generators are incapable of making up for such 
a large shortfall; consequently, in order to reduce 
the load on these generators during power cuts, 
hospitals are forced to suspend or postpone elective 
surgery, diagnostic procedures and supportive 
services; sensitive medical equipment is regularly 
damaged as a result of these cuts. In addition, lack 
of internal coordination has resulted in the largest 
shortage of essential drugs at Gaza’s Central Drug 
Store recorded since the beginning of the blockade 
in 2007: 114 out of 480 these drugs were out of stock 
as of the end of the month. While the full impact 
of these shortages has yet to be assessed, they may 
result in interruptions to life-saving treatments for 
cancer and heart disease. 

Although the uninterrupted opening of Rafah 
Crossing since the beginning of the months made 
it easier for patients to seek specialized medical 
treatment in Egypt, access to medical facilities in 
the West Bank, Israel and Jordan continued to be 
limited by a restrictive permit regime implemented 
by the Israeli authorities. This month, 21 percent of 
the applications were either rejected or delayed, an 
improvement compared to 27 percent in the previous 
two months. However, while the percentage of 
delayed applications declined, the percentage of 
those rejected significantly increased from roughly 
two percent to over 12 percent.

Protection of the civilian population throughout the 
occupied Palestinian territory continued to be of 
concern. During June, 15 Palestinians were killed, 
another 104 Palestinians were injured in the context 
of Israeli-Palestinian conflict, along with one Israeli 
killed and 21 others injured.  In the Gaza Strip, 
Israeli-Palestinian fighting and other activities along 
the borders and in sea areas resulted in the highest 
number of Palestinians fatalities in a single month 

since February 2009 - eleven Palestinians, including 
two civilians. Most of the violence and casualties 
in the West Bank occurred in East Jerusalem. Much 
of the tension in this area was triggered by current 
and expected Israeli activities in the neighbourhood 
of Silwan, including the initial approval,  by a 
local planning body, of a development plan, 
which entails the demolition of tens of Palestinian 
buildings to make way for recreational areas and 
various commercial and residential structures. The 
possible implementation of this plan could result in 
the displacement of some 500 residents. 

Also of concern are the living conditions of 
Palestinians living in Area C of the West Bank. 
The annual Movement and Access report release 
this month by OCHA revealed that while travel 
times between Palestinian cities and towns have 
declined due to measures adopted by the Israeli 
authorities, there was no parallel improvement 
regarding access to land and rural communities in 
Area C, particularly in the Jordan Valley. Access 
restrictions exacerbate the acute water shortage 
affecting Area C communities, particularly during 
the summer season, as a result of the lack of water 
infrastructure and previous years of drought. The 
water shortage has gradually eroded the herding 
livelihoods on which most of these communities 
rely. Humanitarian organizations seeking to address 
the needs of these vulnerable communities face 
considerable challenges due to the restrictive permit 
regime implemented by the Israeli authorities. An 
emergency response plan, which contains 15 water 
projects, was submitted to the Israeli authorities 
on behalf of the Humanitarian Country Team 
(HCT) in January 2010, however because of Israeli 
restrictions, none of the projects were implemented 
as of the end of June.

An additional threat to the agricultural livelihoods 
of thousands of families throughout the oPt has 
recently appeared in the form of a pest (named 
‘Tuta Absoluta’) causing damage to tomato crops in 
greenhouses and agricultural fields. The UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is currently 
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West Bank

leading a collective response plan in the Gaza Strip, 
while in the West Bank, the Ministry of Agriculture 
has began to survey damage and provide farmers 
with relevant information.

While the easing of the blockade in the Gaza Strip 
and the facilitation of movement between towns and 
cities in the West Bank are welcome, additional steps 
are urgently required from the Israeli authorities 
to improve the humanitarian situation of the most 
vulnerable throughout the oPt. The opening of the 

Gaza crossings is necessary for the unrestricted 
import of constructions materials, for exports, 
and for the movement of people between Gaza 
and the West Bank. In the West Bank, access and 
building restrictions in Area C must be removed, 
and demolitions of homes in East Jerusalem should 
be permanently frozen. Additionally, to avoid 
further deterioration of services provided to Gaza’s 
population, Hamas and the PA must overcome 
political differences and improve coordination. 

West Bank Casualties

One Palestinian and one Israeli soldier killed; 
increase in injuries fueled by East Jerusalem 
tensions

In June, one Palestinian was killed and 88 others 
were injured in the context of Israeli-Palestinian 
violence. In addition, one Israeli soldier was killed 
and 17 other members of Israeli forces were injured; 
four Israeli settlers were also injured. Although the 
number of Palestinian injuries in the West Bank 
increased slightly from the previous month, it 
remained roughly the same as the average of the 
previous 12 months.

Violence in East Jerusalem resulted in one Palestinian 
fatality and over 60 percent of the Palestinian 
injuries, as well as 57 percent of the Israeli injuries. 

This mirrors a similar pattern observed in the 
first half of 2010, during which 55 percent of the 
Palestinian injuries in the West Bank took place in 
East Jerusalem, compared to nine percent in 2009. 
Most of the month’s casualties in this area occurred 
in clashes surrounding two incidents:

On 11 June, the Israeli police shot and killed ��

a 39-year-old man in the East Jerusalem 
neighbourhood of Wadi al Joz. The man was 
shot while attempting to escape the area on 
foot, after his vehicle collided with, and lightly 
injured, two Israeli police officers. Three 
Palestinian bystanders, including a 13-year-old 
girl, were also injured as a result of the shooting.  
This incident triggered protests, which resulted 
in one additional injury. 
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On 27 June, an attempt by Israeli settlers to ��

return to the “House of Honey” settlement in 
Silwan in East Jerusalem, a neighbourhood 
already with high levels of tensions due to the 
Jerusalem municipality announcement of plans 
to demolish a number of houses in the area, 
triggered clashes between the Israeli Police, 
Israeli settlers and their security guards and 
the neighbourhood’s Palestinian residents.   As 
a result, at least 36 Palestinians,1 half of them 
children, were injured; Israeli media also 
reported ten policemen and settler security 
guards injured. The majority of Palestinian 
injuries were caused by tear gas canisters and 
rubber-metal coated bullets. One 17-year-old 
Palestinian boy lost an eye.  

Elsewhere in the West Bank, other settler-related 
incidents resulted in nine Palestinians being injured. 
Altogether, OCHA recorded 20 settler incidents in 
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, which 
resulted in either Palestinian casualties or property 
damages in June. Since the beginning of the year, 
OCHA recorded 140 such incidents – almost twice 
as many incidents as occurred (68) during the 
equivalent period in 2009. Of note, four of this 
month’s settler incidents involved Israeli-settlers, 
who allegedly set fire to 460 dunums of land in 
the villages of ‘Urif, ‘Einabus, Huwwara (all in 
Nablus area), and Beit Nuba (in Ramallah). In the 
case of the latter, 800 to 1000 olive trees were burnt. 
Fires and vandalism of agricultural land have 
become increasingly significant, undermining the 
livelihoods of Palestinian communities located in 
the vicinity of certain Israeli settlements. 

Demonstrations held elsewhere in the West Bank2 
accounted for 19 Palestinian injuries this month. 
Protests against the Barrier were held in the villages 
of Ni’lin, Bil’in, and Beit Jala, and against settlement 
expansion and access restrictions to areas around 
settlements in Beit Ummar (Hebron) and Deir 
Nidham (Ramallah). The latter also resulted in the 
injury of two members of Israeli forces.   Other Israeli 
casualties included a police officer who was shot and 

killed on 14 June by Palestinian gunmen on Road 
60 near Al Fawwar refugee camp (Hebron); three 
other policemen were injured during the attack. 
Following the incident, the Israeli military imposed 
a four-hour curfew on two nearby communities 
(Wadi al Shajneh and Wadi al Hafayer). 

Israeli approval of development plan 
for Al Bustan neighbourhood in East 
Jerusalem

Hundreds of Palestinians at risk of displacement

In mid-June, the Jerusalem Local Planning 
Committee approved a development plan submitted 
by the Mayor of Jerusalem for the Al Bustan area of 
Silwan neighbourhood (East Jerusalem).  According 
to the Israeli authorities the plan would divide 
Al Bustan area into two sections leading to the 
demolition of at least 22 Palestinian buildings in the 
western section to make way for recreational areas 
and various commercial and residential structures.    
However, the urban planner assisting the residents 
disputes the numbers provided by the Municipality, 
maintaining that the plan’s implementation would 
in fact require the complete demolition of more 
than 40 residences, and the partial demolition of 
at least 13 others, displacing some 500 Palestinian 
residents.  

The municipality has stated the displaced residents 
would be allowed to relocate elsewhere in the 
neighborhood. According to the residents’ urban 
planner, this “solution” is problematic as there is 
not enough space in the suggested relocation area, 
the remaining residents are under no obligation 
to share their property with their neighbours, and 
many of the remaining structures cannot sustain 
second or third floors, without being demolished 
and rebuilt.    

Since 2005, the residents have been working on 
developing alternative plans that would allow 
for the development of new infrastructure while 
avoiding the vast demolitions of the existing 
buildings; however, their plan was rejected by the 
municipality in February 2009.
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Area C in Focus:  Meeting basic water 
needs 

Area C, which comprises 62 percent of the West 
Bank, has been identified as a priority area for 
humanitarian assistance, due to a high level of 
need stemming from years of neglect and isolation.3 
However, humanitarian organizations have faced 
considerable challenges meeting the needs of 
vulnerable Area C communities, primarily due to 
the restrictive permit regime implemented by the 
Israeli authorities. As a result, in January 2010, the 

Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) endorsed a 
response plan designed to address the most urgent 
needs of vulnerable communities in the areas of 
water, education and shelter. 

With regard to water, Area C communities 
face significant shortages due to the lack of 
infrastructures and insufficient rainfall in recent 
years. The former problem is directly related to 
the reluctance of the Israeli authorities to issue 
building permits in Area C, particularly in areas 
that are defined as closed for military training 

Illustration of plan for Al-Bustan published by Jerusalem 
Muncipality in March 2010.  A modified plan approved in June,  
envisages additional buildings demolished. 
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Late Development
On 14 July the Israeli Civil Administration (ICA) sent 

a letter to OCHA stating  that the water projects are 

being reviewed, and that several had been approved.  

According to the Palestinian Water Authority (PWA), 

written approval was received from the ICA for four 

filling points.  Construction is expected to begin at 

the end of July.

(“firing zones”), where some of the most vulnerable 
communities are located. Despite the fact that the 
winter season of 2009-2010 had relatively high 
rainfall rates, the overall impact of poor rainfall 
over the past five years is still being felt and water 
tables have not been fully replenished. Moreover, 
the inability to install water harvesting systems 
(such as water cisterns) due to the lack of permits, 
has prevented many of most vulnerable families 
from taking advantage of the record rainfall.

In remote areas, the problem is particularly serious, 
given the reliance on herding, farming and raising 
livestock, which are water-dependent livelihoods. 
Many remote community locations are in areas 
without water networks and where filling points 
are not easily accessible due to the movement 
obstacles installed by the Israeli military. Because 
of transport costs, people are forced to purchase 
tankered water at a rate much higher than the 
price at source, placing a disproportionately heavy 
financial burden on families already noted for their 
poverty. 

The HCT has identified 17 communities located in 
Area C, with an approximate population of 52,000, 
as the most vulnerable and in need of urgent 
assistance to access water.  Each of the communities 
pays more than 20 NIS per cubic meter and/or has 
a consumption average of less than 60 liters per 
day per person. The objective of the HCT response 
plan is to reduce the cost of water by opening up 
resources closer to the community and increasing 
the volume of water from existing sources. The 
response package is composed of 15 projects, which 

include the establishment of water filling points, 
rehabilitation of water networks and wells, and the 
provision of communal water storage tanks. As of 
the end of June, no official response from the Israeli 
authorities was forthcoming.

New Movement and Access report 
released by OCHA

OCHA released a new report that provides data and 
analysis of the main trends concerning the system of 
West Bank internal movement and access restrictions 
implemented by the Israeli authorities between 
April 2009 and the end of March 2010, when the 
organization concluded its comprehensive closure 
survey. As part of the survey, OCHA documented 
a total of 505 closure obstacles, down from 626 on 
March 2009--a 19 percent decrease.

During the period covered by the report, the Israeli 
authorities implemented a series of measures that 
improved the freedom of movement of Palestinians 
between most urban centres, particularly in the 
north. These measures have significantly reduced 
the travel time between many cities and towns, as 

Abdel Rahim Bisharat lives in the community of Al Hadidiya in the Jordan Valley and supports a family of 27, including 
18 children. His flock of 340 sheep and goats is his only source of livelihood. During the summer he requires some 
370 cubic meter of water per month to meet the needs of his households and flocks. The community, however, is 
unconnected to the water network. While the nearest filling point, at Ein al Hilwa, is 5 km away, the road leading to 
it is blocked, forcing him to rely on a more distant filling point, at Ein Shibli, 11 km away, and cross a permanently 
staffed checkpoint (Hamra). Delays at this checkpoint are common and people whose registered address is not in 
the Jordan Valley are not allowed through. In total, during the summer Mohammad spends some 6,600 NIS a month 
in water, of which over 70 percent are transportation costs. Over the last three years he has been forced to sell 
nearly one third of his flock (150 sheep) to cover expenses, and he is sinking further into debt.

Focus on Al Hadidiya, Jordan Valley  
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well as the level of friction between Palestinians 
and Israeli forces at checkpoints. As a result, large 
segments of the Palestinian population enjoy better 
access to services, places of work and markets. 

However, there has been no significant improvement 
in access of Palestinians to areas behind the Barrier, 
including East Jerusalem, and to land and rural 
communities in the Jordan Valley. Moreover, the 
ability of Palestinians to use and develop land 
resources in these areas, as well as in other areas 
designated as Area C remains extremely limited.

Israeli settlements and their continued expansion 
were identified as the single largest factor shaping 
the system of access restrictions applied to the 
Palestinian population. For example, one of 
the frequent justifications given by the Israeli 
military for maintaining the closure of key roads 
into Palestinian towns and villages is that, if 
opened, these roads may serve as “escape routes” 
for perpetrators of attacks against settlements. 
Regardless of the security considerations that led to 
their imposition, these restrictions have reduced or 
eliminated Palestinian traffic along certain routes, 
which, as a result, have been transformed into rapid 
“corridors” easing the commute of Israeli citizens 
between the settlements and Israel, and, in some 
cases, between various areas within Israel via the 
West Bank. 

This phenomenon has led to the gradual funneling 
of Palestinian traffic onto a secondary road 
network. During the reporting period, new roads 
have been paved and others of poor quality have 
been upgraded in the process of developing this 
secondary network. These roads have created or 
reinforced alternative routes that “compensate” 
for the loss of access to main routes and therefore 
improve access to services and livelihoods. At the 
same time, by creating or reinforcing an alternative, 
this secondary network entrenches the exclusion of 
Palestinians from significant sections of the primary 
road network, now utilized mainly by Israelis and 
Israeli settlers. 

Nearly one quarter of West Bank 
refugees - food insecure

An ongoing food security assessment carried out 
by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency’s 
(UNRWA) in the West Bank that began in April 2010 
indicates that roughly 46 percent of 85,290 refugee 
families so far assessed are either food insecure 
or vulnerable food insecurity (i.e. at risk of falling 
into food insecurity).4 Although the food insecurity 
rate is approximately the same as for the general 
population in the West Bank (25 percent), the rate 
of vulnerability to food insecurity among refugees 
is two-fold its equivalent among the general 
population – 22 compared to 11 percent. This gap 
reflects, among other factors, the vulnerability of 
refugees who often lack productive assets, such as 
land ownership.

The highest food insecurity rate, 79 percent, was 
found among refugee families dependent on herding 
for their livelihoods, mostly among Bedouins who 
live in Area C; this category includes approximately 
2,500 families (16,200 people). Herding livelihoods 
have been increasingly challenged over the past 
years by the restrictions imposed by the Israeli 
authorities in Area C, including restrictions on 
access to grazing lands and on the development of 
water infrastructure (see also Area C Section)

During the first quarter of 2010 Emergency 
Assistance (April to June 2010), UNRWA provided a 
short-term job opportunity to 21,300 food vulnerable 
families.  Post assistance, 7,900 refugee families who 
had been previously assessed as food insecure were 
able to earn enough money to meet their basic food 
needs; 7,000 other families who had been at risk 
of becoming food insecure earned enough money 
to stay above the food security line.5   In addition 
UNRWA’s food assistance was provided to some 
11,200 families who remained food vulnerable after 
cash-for-work assistance, live in areas without access 
to food or who are unable to work due to disability 
or age. This assistance provides 50 percent of the 
daily caloric requirement. 
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Gaza Strip

The capacity of UNRWA to adequately address 
the current situation of refugees living in the West 
Bank is limited by insufficient funding.  At current 

funding levels, UNRWA will only be able to provide 
this vital assistance until October 2010.

Israel announces easing of the Gaza 
blockade; impact during June remains 
limited
On 20 June, the Israeli government announced a 
decision to ease the blockade on Gaza, which has 
been in place over the last three years. According 
to the decision, allowing the unrestricted import 
of goods intended for civilian use. Other items 
that Israeli authorities define as military or dual 
military/civilian items will remain restricted. Under 
the new regime, construction materials will only 
be allowed entry for specific projects approved by 
the Palestinian Authority and carried out under 
the supervision of the UN or other international 
organizations. Further to the decision, the 
installations of the Kerem Shalom Crossing will be 
expanded to allow for larger amount of imports, and 
the operating hours of the conveyor belt operating 
at the Karni Crossing will be extended. 

Full implementation of these measures is expected 
to proceed in the coming months. In the meantime, 
in the ten days that followed the announcement 
there was a slight increase in the volume of imports, 
along with the entry of a number of previously 
restricted items. 

Overall, a total of 3,166 truckloads entered Gaza 
during June, a 13 percent increase compared to 

Latest development:
On 5 July the Israeli authorities released the official list 

of military and ‘dual-use’ items, the import of which 

will remain prohibited or restricted. ‘Dual-use’ items 

are specified in two separate lists. One list contains 15 

categories of general items, including fertilizers, glass 

fiber-based raw materials, drilling equipment, vessels 

and water disinfectants, among others. The other list 

contain 19 types of construction materials (to be 

limited to projects under international supervision), 

including cement, aggregates (gravel), prepared 

concrete, concrete blocks, steel elements, asphalt, 

sealing materials, and construction vehicles, among 

others.

On 6 July, construction works began for the expansion 

of a second back-to-back platform and also to expand 

the connecting road between Rafah crossing and 

Kerem Shalom. The expansion is expected to increase 

the platform’s capacity to 250-300 truckloads. 

May (2,795 truckloads). Although this is the highest 
number of truckloads recorded since March 2009, it 
constitutes only 23 percent of the monthly average 
of truckloads that entered Gaza during the first 
five months of 2007, before the imposition of the 
blockade. 

Although there were some exceptions made, 
including automotive spare parts and agricultural 

The Rafah border crossing with Egypt opened in both directions on 2 June, and as of the end of the month, remains 
open for the set categories allowed to cross.  According to the Egyptian authorities, the crossing will remain open 
until further notice. On average throughout June, 350 people a day crossed into Egypt (more than 9,200 in total) and 
some 290 crossed from Egypt to Gaza per day (more than 7,600 in total).   These figures are significantly below the 
daily average of 650 people who crossed each way in the first five months of 2006, before the partial closure of the 
crossing. Access for people continues to be limited to humanitarian cases, including medical, as well as students, foreign 
passport holders and people visiting relatives abroad only. Since its official closure in June 2007, the crossing has been 
opened irregularly for two-three days each month on average to allow for the limited passage of certain people. 

Rafah opens until further notice 
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and fishing materials, new items allowed to enter 
in June were limited to consumer goods, including 
all food stuffs, and did not include raw materials. 
New food items entered in packaging designed for 
household consumption. Moreover, the entry of 
new consumer goods, along with the maintenance 
of restrictions over raw materials, has undermined 
attempts to boost the local industry. For example, 
the local beverage industry, which has been unable 
to import bulk ingredients, is now challenged by 
the entry of juice and soda drinks from Israel.

With the exception of glass, wood and aluminum 
(allowed for the commercial market in the past 
few months), only limited amounts of construction 
materials designed for three projects carried out by 
international organizations entered Gaza during 
June (a total of 88 truckloads). These projects 
include the repair of Al Quds hospital in Gaza City, 
the upgrading of a sewage pumping stations in Tel 
Sultan area (southern Gaza) and the resumption 
of an UNRWA housing project (151 units) in Khan 
Younis. The entry of each truckload designed for 
one of these projects continued to be subject to 
extensive coordination and monitoring procedures, 
which have increased administrative costs and 
significantly slowed down progress. UNRWA, for 
example, has had to hire over additional 30 guards 
to supervise the goods from entry to installation, 
and has had to rent additional warehouses to store 
the needed items.  To reinitiate the previously 

stalled Khan Younis project, UNRWA has accrued 
additional expenses of 1.3 million USD.

While the easings announced by the Israeli 
government are welcome, they are insufficient to 
meet current needs in Gaza. Even if raw materials 
are allowed into Gaza without restrictions, economic 
recovery will remain limited by the ongoing 
restrictions on exports. The ongoing restrictions 
on the import of basic construction materials has 
resulted in unmet housing needs which have 
increased as a result of the population growth, 
natural deterioration of housing with time, and 
the widespread destruction of homes during “Cast 
Lead”. Although basic construction materials will 
be allowed for projects supervised by international 
organizations, the complexity and high cost of the 
coordination and monitoring mechanisms currently 
in place, make them unsustainable if applied on a 
larger scale. 

Military activities affecting civilians
Israeli-Palestinian fighting and other activities in 
border and sea areas result in the highest number 
in Palestinians killed in Gaza since the end of 
Cast Lead
June 2010 witnessed the highest number of 
Palestinians killed in Gaza in a single month due to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict since February 2009. 
Fourteen Palestinians, including two civilians, were 
killed (and two in Israeli airstrikes of underground 
tunnels) and 16 others, including 14 civilians (three 
children), were injured. Since February 2009, at 
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least 40 percent of Palestinians killed, and at least 
83 percent of those injured, were civilians.6

Six of the 14 deaths during the month occurred in 
one incident off the coast of Gaza: on 7 June Israeli 
naval forces opened fire onto a Palestinian boat, 
killing six Palestinians, including two civilians 
and four members of an armed group. One of the 
civilians was the owner of the boat who had been 
accompanying the armed men; the other was a 
fisherman sailing in a separate but nearby boat. 
According to the Israeli media, citing IDF sources, 
the armed men were en route to perpetrate an 
attack in Israel; according to Palestinian sources the 
armed men were conducting a military training. 
In addition, two civilians were killed, and another 
was injured in an Israeli airstrike of the tunnels that 
occurred on 25 June. The five remaining fatalities 
were armed group members who were killed on 
two separate incidents along the border on 1 June.
Fourteen of the 16 Palestinians injured this month, 

including three children, were unarmed civilians 
who had entered areas within a few hundreds 
meters distance from the border fence, where access 
is restricted by the military. Ten of those injured were 
collecting scrap metal; there have been a total of 19 
people injured in these circumstances in 2010. There 
is high demand for scrap metal in Gaza as, due to 
the blockade, Gazans seek to recycle materials for 
use in construction and building repair.  

Although Palestinian rocket fire towards Israel 
continued at levels similar to those observed during 
May, there were no Israeli casualties or damages 
reported.

Fuel crisis deepens: power cuts of up 
to 16 hours per day
Industrial fuel imports designated for the Gaza 
Power Plant (GPP) continued to decline for the 
seventh consecutive month, due to an ongoing 
funding crisis. Only 3.6 million liters of fuel were 
transferred into Gaza, the lowest levels recorded 
since December 2008, representing 27 percent of the 
amount of fuel required to operate the plant at full 
capacity, (13 million liters per month). 

As a result of the shortage in industrial fuel, 
the GPP was forced to completely shut down 
for five days this month, triggering power 
cuts of 12-16 hours per day throughout the 
Gaza Strip, except in Rafah which is directly 
supplied by Egypt and experiences less cuts 
than the rest of Gaza. During the rest of the 
month, the GPP continued to run only one of 
its two operational turbines. 

Power cuts affect daily life in Gaza and 
disrupt the provision of essential services, 
including water supply, sewage removal 
and treatment, and health services (see box 
herein).  Public institutions providing these 
services have to rely extensively on backup 
generators and other alternative devices, 
which are extremely vulnerable due to the 
inconsistent supply of spare parts. WASH 
Cluster reports that 25 water wells with no 

Palestinians killed and injured in tunnel-related incidents, including air 
strikes, tunnel collapse, electrocution and explosion of gas cylinders 
since the end of Cast lead

Year Month Killed Injured Grand Total

2009

Jan 4 4
Feb 7 12 19
Mar 4 5 9
Apr 1 1
May 7 7 14
Jun 3 6 9
Jul 14 28 42

Aug 11 11 22
Sep 7 31 38
Oct 3 8 11
Nov 3 6 9
Dec 5 1 6

2009 Total 65 119 184

2010

Jan 8 10 18
Feb 2 9 11
Mar 2 2 4
Apr 6 13 19
May 9 14 23
Jun 3 2 5

2010 Total 30 50 80
Grand Total  95 169 264
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The recurrent power cuts and unstable power supply severely affect medical care in Gaza: treatments are interrupted or 
have to be postponed, sensitive medical equipment is damaged, and supportive services have to be suspended. To cope 
with the power outages, hospitals have to function on back-up electricity generators for prolonged periods of time.

Gaza European, Shifa and Nasser hospitals all reported to WHO of the suspension of elective surgery and delays 
in other surgeries, as well as delays and repetitions of diagnostic procedures. While difficult to assess, the effects 
on patients are significant. For example, when an x-ray examination is repeated, patients are exposed to additional 
radiation levels; when power is cut during dialysis (each session lasts three hours) the patient has to be urgently 
disconnected from the machine to avoid blood clots, which is potentially fatal.

In order to sustain priority medical care during electricity cuts, supportive services like laundry, sterilization and 
kitchen suspend all or part of their work—to reduce the load on backup generators and save fuel. The same applies 
to routine diagnostics like x-ray, lab exams and dental. In addition, the computerized health information system at 
Shifa Hospital has been disrupted, resulting in delays in reporting.

Sophisticated medical equipment is highly sensitive not only to electricity cuts but also to low voltages, which are 
common in Gaza. As a result, a number of vital diagnostic equipment have ceased to function over the past months: 
mammography and x-ray machines at Shifa Hospital, cardiac monitors at Gaza European, Shifa, Dorrah and pediatric 
hospitals and UPS equipment at Shifa laboratory. Damaged machines often have to be abandoned as spare parts 
cannot be imported or only with great delays and specialized technicians are unable to enter Gaza to service the 
equipment.

According to WHO, only 26 out of 57 primary health centers in Gaza are equipped with generators – three of 
them are out of order due to lack of spare parts and eight have no fuel most of the time. All others operate at less 
than one third of their capacity due to limited fuel supplies. All of the 13 hospitals in Gaza have generators, but as of 
the end of June, the fuel available for their generators was at only 20 percent of requirements. The hospital power 
generators are designed to start up quickly in emergencies, but they are not built to run for extended periods of 
time, which increases maintenance requirements, and increases chances of breakdown. 

Effects of fuel shortage and power cuts on health care

standby power generators operate only when there 
is power. This has led to a 43 percent drop in the 
water provision throughout the Gaza Strip. Half 
of Gaza’s population now has access to the water 
supply only once a week (for the duration of six to 
eight hours), 30 percent once every four days, and 
20 percent every other day.

Medical Referrals Abroad
Infant dies while waiting for referral; significant 
shift in referral destinations

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), 
approximately 21 percent of the applications for 
permits to leave Gaza through the Erez crossing, 
submitted to the Israeli authorities in June, were 
either denied or delayed; 14 percent of them were 
for children. Patients who had the applications 
delayed missed their hospital appointments and 
had to restart the referral process.  Overall, the 
percentage of denied or delayed applications 
slightly decrease compared to the equivalent figure 
during the previous two months (27 percent), and is 
significantly lower than any month during 2009. 
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The distribution between denied and delayed 
application, however, has been changing. For the 
second consecutive month, over 12 percent of all 
applications for permits were denied (compared to 
an average of roughly 2 percent since January 2008) 
while the percentage of delayed applications has 
decreased to 8.4 percent, compared to roughly 20 
percent in the first five months of 2010. 

The daily opening of the Rafah border crossing with 
Egypt throughout the month of June, except on 
Fridays, allowed 1100 patients to access Egyptian 
hospitals, roughly twice the monthly average during 
the first five months of the year. The improved 
access to Egypt has led to a shift in destinations for 
referrals: referrals to Egyptian hospitals more than 
doubled in June compared to May (443 vs. 209), 
whereas referrals to Israeli hospitals decreased by 
19.1 percent, and to West Bank hospitals, including 
those in East Jerusalem by 17.8 percent.

Low levels of essential drugs in Gaza

The lowest stocks of essential drugs at Gaza’s 
Central Drug Store than at any point since the 
beginning of the blockade in 2007

Although a new delivery of drugs is currently in 
process, none were delivered to the Central Drug 
Store (CDS) in Gaza in June. As a result, stocks 
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remain low: at the end of June, 114 out of 480 
essential drugs were depleted to less than 
one month’s supply. In addition, supplies of 
39 other items are only enough to last for one 
to three months. Among the zero stock drugs 
are those needed for cancer and heart disease 
patients and several antibiotics.

Regarding medical disposables, at the end of 
June the CDS received the second shipment 
from the MoH in Ramallah in 2010. However, 
despite this shipment, the CDS zero level 
stocks for disposables have remained 
unchanged (84 out of 726 essential items) as 
at the same time the stock of other items was 

depleted. Some of the current items out-of-stock 
are critical for cardiac and neurology patients, (e.g. 
pacemakers, adults’ cardiac electrodes and oxygen 
humidification chambers for infants) and for 
diagnostic procedures (e.g. endoscope disposable 
material).

Civil society under pressure

Local NGOs raided

On 31 May, several local NGOs and associations 
including Sharek Youth Forum, Bonat Al-Mustaqbal 
(Future Builders) Society, the South Society for 
Women’s Health, and the Women and Children 
Society, were raided by local security forces.  The 
organizations’ offices were closed and some 
equipment confiscated.  Although the Sharek Youth 
Forum’s office was reopened several days later, and 
some of their equipment returned, the rest of the 
affected organizations remain closed.  

The Sharek Youth Forum is currently implementing 
ten projects serving more than 80,000 children 
and youth from both genders, including 60,000 in 
UNRWA Summer Games, 9,000 in family centres 
and educational support programmes, 2,400 in 
youth camps, 300 university students in “A Step 
Forward” project, and others participate in youth 
projects. 

The Ministry of Health in Gaza reported that a nine-month-old boy died at Erez crossing on 26 May, while waiting in 
an ambulance to cross into Israel. The boy was suffering from complications from pneumonia, and his situation suddenly 
deteriorated. The Palestinian ambulance crew rushed to the nearest hospital in Gaza, but the boy had died by the time 
of arrival. With this case, the number of patients who have died before arriving at the hospitals outside Gaza where they 
had been referred has reached 32 since the beginning of 2009.
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Some of the findings of UNESCO survey include:

Students who indicated 
not feeling safe in 
schools or universities:

36.4% of primary school 
students
59.5 % of preparatory school 
students,
62.9 % of secondary school 
students

67.6 % of university students

Percentage of students 
sitting for end of High 
School examinations 
(Tawjihee) indicating 
difficulties in 
concentration

83.1 % of students reported 
difficulties concentrating at 
school
48 % reported difficulties 
concentrating while studying at 
home
81.1 % had difficulties 
remembering what they had 
learnt in class.  

Percent of students 
reporting lower 
grades are lower in 
this academic school 
year vs. the preceding 
school year.

26.0 % of primary school 
students
39.4 % of preparatory school 
students
40.9  % of secondary school 
students

21.6 % of university students 

Education undermined

Forthcoming UNESCO report of psycho-social 
survey of students and teachers in Gaza

A forthcoming UNESCO report of an assessment of 
the  psycho-social situation of the education system,  
conducted by the Columbia Group for Children in 
Armed conflict, indicates that education in Gaza has 
been undermined by the prevailing humanitarian 
situation. The report, which considered the 
psychosocial impact of the war and blockade on the 
education system, revealed that student learning 
outcomes and the educational environment have 
been severely compromised. Negative impacts 
on access to quality education were noted in all 
sub-sectors and across all student age groups, as 
well among teaching staff. Moreover, negative 
psychosocial impacts tended to increase with the 
age of the student.  

Pest causes widespread damage to 
tomato crops throughout oPt

Thousands of farmers at risk of losing their 
livelihoods

Tuta Absoluta (Tomato Leaf Miner), a pest that has 
been causing damage to tomato crops in greenhouses 
and agricultural fields in Mediterranean countries, 
has now reached the oPt. Severe damage was 
reported in Gaza in early June, and has since 
been reported in the West Bank. The pest can 
spread to other vegetable crops (i.e. – potatoes, 
aubergines, sweet peppers) and is a major threat 

Issues across the occupied Palestinian territory

Child Protection May
2010 

June
2010 

Palestinian children killed 1 0
Israeli children killed 0 0
Palestinian children injured 25 35

Israeli children injured 0 0
Palestinian children displaced 
from home demolitions 0 0

Palestinian children in Israeli 
prisons 305 287

to the upcoming cultivation season, which begins 
in August. Consequently, thousands of farmers are 
at risk of losing their livelihoods, and this could 
impact the already difficult food security situation 
for impoverished Palestinian families. The National 
Plant Protection Organization of Israel confirmed 
an outbreak of the moth in Israel in December 2009 
which is currently being monitored and controlled.

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) is conducting an assessment in southern 
Gaza, and so far has found that 50 percent of 
greenhouses examined had experienced complete 
destruction of the crop, and a further 30 percent 
of those examined suffered losses of 25-50 percent 
of their produce. Affected areas in the Gaza Strip 
include Al Fukhari, Absaan, Khuza’a, Qizan a 
Najjar and Al Shoka, Khan Younis and Rafah. In 
the West Bank, severe devastation of tomato crops 
has occurred in Qalqiliya and Jenin governorates 
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with moderate damage reported in Tulkarm, and 
light damage in Bethlehem and Hebron. A further 
assessment is underway in both the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

The Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) in Ramallah 
has issued a response and contingency plan for 
the 2010-2011 season. In the Gaza Strip, response is 
already underway through sector workshops and 
the formation of a steering committee to guide the 
rapid and coordinated response required, including 
repair of greenhouses, mass trapping, and training 
on simple control measures. Information leaflets, as 
well as a local radio appearance, are helping to raise 
awareness on identification and control methods. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has 
secured funding from the Humanitarian Response 
Fund (HRF) for 10,000 pheromone traps and 
30,000 doses of pheromones to cover all tomato 
greenhouses in Gaza for a period of four months. 
FAO-Gaza is also leading coordination with partners 
in cooperation with the ICRC, MoA and PNGO. In 
the West Bank, the MoA has set up 12 committees 
at the district level to survey damage and distribute 
flyers. Ministry of Agriculture extension service 
agents have attended training in identifying and 
combating Tuta Absoluta, while a sector-wide 
stakeholder workshop is planned for the West Bank 
in July before the start of the growing season. As 

yet, although some funding has been procured for 
Gaza, there is still no funding a response in the West 
Bank, and there may be additional resources needed 
to ensure a longer term and sustainable response.

CAP and HRF Update 
The 2010 CAP in the oPt appeals for USD 664.4m – 
revised to USD 559m at the mid year review point.  
As of 15 July 2010 funding levels stand at USD 254m 
or 42 percent of the total. 

The  percent of funding per sector stands as 
follows: Agriculture 12 percent (of sector’s total 
requirements), Cash for Work and Cash Assistance 
26 percent, Coordination 69 percent, Education 
13 percent, Food Security 57 percent, Health and 
Nutrition 71 percent, Protection 46 percent, Shelter 
and NFI 64 percent and Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene 26 percent

The HRF supported FAO with $250,000 for a project 
aiming to control the spread of the tomato leaf 
miner (Tuta absoluta) crop pest which has attacked 
crops in Gaza. FAO will procure and supply traps to 
farmers in Gaza to control the pest in an immediate 
response while working on longer term plan with 
Ministry of Agriculture.

The HRF balance stands at $6.85 million.
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Endnotes
1	 In addition there were six Palestinians injured in 

settler-related clashes in Silwan on 5 and 6 June.
2	 These include East Jerusalem demonstrations, 

which resulted in nine injuries, but do not 
include clashes that occurred on 26 and 27 June 
in East Jerusalem.

3	 This is the third in a series of of pieces to be 
included in the Humanitarian Monitor drawing  
attention to the humanitarian issues facing Area 
C residents and providing updates on responses 
to these needs by the humanitarian community 
and the Israeli authorities. 

4	 The assessment utilises an UNRWA West Bank 

specific Proxy Means Testing Formulae against 
Food Security benchmarks established through 
the WFP/FAO SEFSec methodology.

5    These figures are pre-2010 assistance
6	 From February 2009 until the end of June 2010, 

at least 36 Palestinian civilians were killed out a 
total of 93, and 222 Palestinians were injured out 
of a total of 265

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Develop­
ment Programme (UNDP), United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM), United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), United Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO), United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), United Nations Office for the 
High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), United Nations Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO), World Food 
Programme (WFP), World Health Organization (WHO), Al Haq, Badil, 
Save the Children (UK), Defence for Children International – Palestine 
Section (DCI-PS), Oxfam GB, Palestine Hydrology Group (PHG),  
Campaign for the Right to Enter, ACF-E, AAA,  ACPP,  ACAD,  and 
members of the Temporary International Mechanism (TIM).
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