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KEY FACTS

In June 2007, following the takeover of Gaza by Hamas, Israel imposed a land, sea and air blockade on the Gaza Strip,
which intensified earlier access restrictions.

® On average, some 460 Palestinians were allowed every day out of Gaza via Israel in 2016 (Jan-Oct). This is nearly the
same as in 2007 before the blockade, but less than 2% of the figure in September 2000, prior to the second Intifada.

® About one third of the applications for exit permits for medical treatment outside Gaza submitted in 2016 were
rejected or delayed (meaning that patients lost their appointments), marking a seven year low.

® The rate of denial for permit applications by UN national staff to enter or leave Gaza increased from an average of 4%
in 2015 to 26% in 2016 (Jan-Sep).

® The Egyptian-controlled crossing (Rafah) has been continuously closed since October 2014, including for humanitarian
assistance, except for 72 days of partial openings.

® Slightly more than 1,000 truckloads of commercial goods exited Gaza in the first half of 2016, less than 20% of the
figure for the equivalent period of 2007, prior to the blockade.

®  While the volume of imports during the first half of 2016 was nearly the same as in the first half of 2007, it falls short of
current needs due to population growth and the devastation from recurrent hostilities.

® Restrictions on the entry of goods considered by Israel as having a “dual” military-civilian use remain intact; the
amount of construction materials imported via the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) in April-September 2016
was nearly half the amount in the previous six months.

®  Access to areas within 300 metres of the perimeter fence with Israel is prohibited and areas several hundred meters

beyond are not safe, preventing or discouraging agricultural activities.

Fishermen are allowed to access less than a third of the fishing areas allocated under the Oslo Accords.

The unemployment rate by mid-2016 was almost 42%, among the global highs, while among youth it stood at 60%

and among females at over 65%.

47% of households in Gaza suffer from moderate or severe food insecurity.

More than 70% of Gaza's population receives some form of international aid, the bulk of which is food assistance.

1.9 million Palestinians in Gaza are ‘locked in’,
unable to access the remainder of the occupied
Palestinian territory and the outside world.
Movement restrictions imposed by Israel since the
early 1990s and intensified in June 2007, citing
security concerns, have undermined living conditions
in Gaza and fragmented the territorial unity and the
economic and social fabric of the oPt. Those eligible
for exit permits constitute a small minority, primarily
patients, business people and staff of international
organizations. The isolation of Gaza has been
exacerbated by Egypt's closure of the Rafah crossing.

Longstanding access restrictions imposed by Israel
have undermined Gaza's economy, resulting in
high levels of unemployment, food insecurity and
aid dependency. These include restrictions on the
marketing of goods in the West Bank and Israel; on
the import of certain goods; and on the access of
people to agricultural land and fishing waters. The
partial easing of some of these restrictions over
the past two years has not enabled a significant
reactivation of the economy. This is compounded
by recurrent hostilities, which result in the loss
of assets and people being left with long-term
disabilities; the energy crisis; and the internal
Palestinian divide.

Restrictions on the import of goods treated by
Israel as “dual use” items have impacted on the
quality of basic services and impede efforts to
address housing needs. The limited access to
construction materials and critical equipment since
2007 has delayed the construction, repair and upgrade
of homes and infrastructure, needed to address rapid
population growth and the devastation caused by
recurrent hostilities. This has undermined the quality
of health, education, and water and sanitation services
available in Gaza, and prolonged the displacement of
those who have lost their homes. While a temporary
mechanism (GRM) established in 2014 has facilitated
the entry of some restricted items, recent import
reductions have put a strain on its effectiveness and
hampered reconstruction efforts.

Israel, as the occupying power, must lift the
blockade, which contravenes article 33 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention prohibiting collective
penalties and prevents the realization of a broad
range of human rights. While the relaxation of
certain restrictions since 2014 is welcomed,
a full lifting is paramount to stopping further
deterioration of the living conditions and
preventing new cycles of violence. E .
K

www.ochaopt.org I
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs occupied Palestinian territory Eb

P. O. Box 38712 East Jerusalem 91386 | tel +972 (0)2 582 9962 | fax +972 (0)2 582 5841 | ochaopt@un.org I’i facebook.com/ochaopt Scan it!

with QR reader App

Coordination Saves Lives



THE GAZA STRIP: The Humanitarian Impact of the Blockade

“ The blockade of Gaza, which entered its tenth GAZA STRIP KEY FACTS

year in 2016, continued to undermine basic
human rights and economic prospects, as well as
1.9 M Population 1 03 M
Need humanitarian assistance

the availability of essential services, exacerbating
w
\\E:z;s.. 47% 55%> 5%

poverty and aid dependency. 98
Beit Lahiya N
m Moderate/severe food Uncovered =i Potable

7 3 Beit Hanoul ¢
// Jabalia insecure households energy needs & piped water
Gaza

(Report of the UN Secretary-General,
30 August 2016)

EREZ CROSSING DAILY AVERAGE* OF TRAVELERS OUT OF GAZA

26,000

EXIT OF GOODS FROM THE GAZA STRIP
892 (MONTHLY AVERAGE)

) (Closed since 2010)

f Karni
& (Closed since 2011)

ISRAEL

113 164 1,033

42 420 93 71 gy 110 144 162 189 234 s34 483

18 23 21 15 19

e e o BB Knan Yuris 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007 2007 2008 2009 2010 2071 2012 2013 2014 2015 06

Half Half Janto Se o 1% half 2" half an
2007 P Gaza - West Bank 7y Daily average is calculated based on calendar days and not on the scheduled or actual openings Stg

| | Safe Passage ciosed 2001 5)/ ~ p

RAFAH CROSSING DAILY AVERAGE* OF TRAVELERS . }‘\ ¢ TRUCKLOADS ENTERING GAZA (MONTHLY AVERAGE)
OUT OF GAZA : \Rafah { 12,353
Il No-Go Zone (300 metres) \ Aitvort West 10,081

579 Risk zone Rafah \\'c;:e:d 200 ar .
Built-up Area Crossing @ ﬁ - ~(Closed since 2011)
Refugee Camps \@

======= Concrete Wall Kerem\Shalom

Wired Fence Crossing
‘ Observation tower

D

-
ISRAEL {
(G ,

¥ ah

2005 2006 st 2nd 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Half  Half Jan

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015Ja%(g(1)%d 2007 Sep

to

Daily average is calculated based on calendar days and not on the scheduled or actual openings

Qo x
e o > < < o X >
& & & 0 & 3 '\ < S Q & <
& & &z"\ &9 N & b\'—} & e\\\ (\“ob be,b & IS R S «© 2 & o < f & o
2 R & 2 a 0 O & 9 o o s J < &
e}\ 'o‘g' & ,\éo ez\ & \é’o \oQb o 6\0 s (\bﬁ) «’& @ ¢ & &© 4‘?'* P : o"e b‘o 3 &’}" & ¥ 5 ¥ & & X o Qﬁ"b 50 &
& & 5 S & &° o SO &P F © N o L v N & X & S I a2 S O F S S 5 & &
§ £ L 2 &E (S S S SO A N ¢ PO S & P & & S S o SRS RN S S
& 5@ oo 2 RN NS 2 & R L (SR GV 2 .o X X ° & & + R St & & & & & < & & Rof &
P S £ L © £& Lo 2 N 1O © Ff o & I N S K © @ S R @ S L & L& e 2 & RO, &
NS o 5 5 SR e o & . o DL e & T E o R § & o > PN F¥ o8 E&F (PSS L & NS o S
2 @’ \& AN & Q S @S 2° & o U S oo S & I & & & LN & & & LQ & & X 2 ) & & @
& oY & X & o & Q O SN S 5 2 & 0 e & SN 2 NUCCHREN-J N O & N 5 K {9 & 2
RS &S © S R F S < X & #P.o R o0 & 2 @ &S &S 0 P XS O L8 @ [ Sy (RS G &
> O N C L O & 378 S # P 3O B 0. P 5° N 5 3@ 5@ . o £ 8 3558 S P & S o O\
2 o > > ¥ e 2 & S S e & S X B o E F X >.® € > Q 2 2 AP xS S SO & N RS * Q e° S O E S AN
0 L & 20 @ O O o PG & & P 0 (F L S W e G S < @ P B o NP KRS P & & &, &S S & e (P
ARSI RO & NP RO R RO VR N RO o RAN 5 RO AN & G & @ & & OK S & &£ K 4‘ \Q 4\ @ P & P RN
& 1 & 5 < S & & o Q@ & O & o & & & OQ W o & < & &



