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Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021 - oPt
DASHBOARD

The context in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) remains a protracted protection crisis, where too many Palestinians 
struggle to live with dignity. The crisis is characterized by more than 53  years of Israeli military occupation, lack of respect 
for international humanitarian and human rights law, internal Palestinian political divisions, and recurrent escalations of 
hostilities between Israel and Palestinian armed groups. 

Palestinians in the oPt face a range of protection threats, including to life, liberty and security, destruction or damage 
to homes and other property, forced displacement, restrictions on freedom of movement and on access to natural 
resources and livelihoods, and lack of accountability and effective remedy. Many also suffer from access to essential 
services, and erosion of resilience and coping mechanisms. These factors impact differently on people, depending on 
their gender, age, location and resources. 2020 witnessed a significant increase in the severity of humanitarian needs 
across the oPt, due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the unilateral measures taken by the Palestinian Authority in response 
to Israel’s plans to annex parts of the West Bank.

In 2021, the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) estimates that approximately 2.45 million Palestinians across the oPt 
will require some form of humanitarian assistance. Although this is only slightly more than the estimate for 2020 (2.41 
million), the number of people suffering from severe, as opposed to moderate, need has increased by 346,000. 
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change the pie chart with a bar chart with 2 columns for 2020 and 2021 each showing the absolute number of people with severe needs.
Narrative: "the proportion of people with severe needs out of all PiN increased from 40% to 60%"

0.9m people (40%)2020

2021 1.5m people  (60%)

People with severe needs 
out of all PiN increased 
from 40% to 60%

1.4m
 with severe

needs
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KEY FINDINGS

By Population Groups

By Humanitarian Consequence By Age and Gender

With Disability

CONSEQUENCE PEOPLE IN NEED

Humanitarian consequences 
related to protection and 
forced displacement

2.1 m

Critical problems related to 
access to essential services 1.5 m

Critical problems relating to 
resilience and recovery 2 m

POPULATION GROUP PEOPLE IN NEED

People living under poverty line 1.5

Refugees 1.3

People affected by conflict related violence 928k

FHH 200k

Small-scale farmers, herders and fisherfolk in Gaza 150k

People living with disabilities 140k

Bedouin & Herders in Area C 37k

IDPs 16k

AGE AND GENDER PEOPLE IN NEED % PIN

Male 0- <18 631k 26%

Female 0- <18 598k 24%

Male 18-65 582k 24%

Female 18-65 563k 23%

Male 65+ 36k 1%

Female 65+ 44k 2%

AGE PEOPLE IN NEED % PIN

Persons with disabilities 140k 5.8%



03

PEOPLE IN NEED FEMALES CHILDREN
PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITY

1.5m 51% 68% 5.8%
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PEOPLE WITH 
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2m 49% 49% 5.8%

INCLUDING 

INCLUDING 

CRITICAL PROBLEM 2: CRITICAL PROBLEMS RELATED TO ACCESS TO 
ESSENTIAL SERVICES

CRITICAL PROBLEM 3: HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES RELATED TO 
RESILIENCE AND RECOVERY

SUMMARY OF HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES

CRITICAL PROBLEM 1: HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES RELATED TO PROTECTION 
AND FORCED DISPLACEMENT
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN 2021 - oPt
DASHBOARD 
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1:

The rights of Palestinians living 
under occupation, including those 

living under the blockade and other 
restrictions, are protected, respected 

and promoted in accordance with 
international humanitarian law (IHL) 

and International human rights 
law (IHRL), while duty-bearers are 

increasingly held to account.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2:

The basic needs of vulnerable 
Palestinians living under occupation 

are met through the provision of 
quality basic services and improved 
access to resources, in accordance 
with the rights of protected persons 

under IHL.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 3:

The capacity of vulnerable 
Palestinians to cope with and 

overcome the protracted crisis, 
including from environmental 

threats, is supported, while solutions 
to violations and other root causes of 

threats and shocks are pursued.
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UNRWA
(20 projects) 

$173m

In partnership 
between INGOs
and UN agencies
(112 projects)

$ 167m
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