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Gaza Strip WASH FACILITIES
AS OF December 2018
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POLLUTION LEVELS OF WASTEWATER FLOWS INTO THE SEA 
MG/LITRE OF BOD*

* Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) is an indicator of water pollution levels, which are linked to the effectiveness of wastewater treatment.

~101M2017  

~107M2018  

265

232

International Standard 
60 mg/lt

Source: WASH Cluster/CMWU
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WASH FACILITIES
December 2018

Gaza Strip

The combined effect of the blockade, the internal political divide and the 
chronic energy crisis has undermined the operation of water and wastewater 
infrastructure and facilities. Current extraction from the coastal aquifer, 
Gaza’s sole natural source of water, is almost three times the aquifer’s 
sustainable annual recharge, leading to the increased contamination of 
the aquifer: over 96 per cent of groundwater in Gaza is unfit for human 
consumption. Due to the poor quality of piped water, for drinking, most 
families rely on the purchase of trucked desalinated/purified water, which 
is 15-20 times more expensive than water from the network. The above 
mentioned factors have also resulted in the discharge of over 100 million 
litres of poorly treated sewage into the sea every day, posing serious health 
and environmental hazards.
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