GAZA CRISIS: EARLY WARNING INDICATORS - OCTOBER 2017

A'series of measures implemented by the Palestinian Authority since March 2017, following an escalation in the internal Palestinian divide, have led to a
deterioration in the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip. Against the backdrop of 10 years of Israel's land, air and sea blockade, these measures have
exacerbated Gaza's energy crisis, resulting in increasing outages from 12-16 to 18-20 hours a day, worsened the salary crisis in the public sector, increased the
shortage of essential drugs from around 33% in March to 45% in October and delayed the referral of patients for medical treatment outside Gaza. These
developments have impacted the availability of essential services and the livelihoods of Gaza's two million residents. The following indicators were identified
by the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) to monitor the evolution of the crisis, trigger humanitarian action and prevent further deterioration. Despite an
agreement signed in October 2017 between Fatah and Hamas, most of the measures that triggered the recent deterioration have not been reversed.
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* Financial approvals are granted by the West Bank-based Ministry of * Postp of elective surgeries is a measure adopted by hospitals to cope * Th_e r'nciden_ce of diarrhe_a is an indicator of the quality of water, sanitation and
Health with the energy shortages. hygiene services and habits.
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