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OVERVIEW
In June, the Israeli authorities demolished or seized 100 Palestinian-owned structures, 
a sharp increase compared with previous months and the highest such figure since 
January 2017. As a monthly average, the number of structures targeted during the 
first half of 2020 is the same as during 2019. 

The continuous targeting of Palestinian properties amidst the ongoing pandemic, 
especially inhabited homes (25), water and sanitation structures (five) and a tent 
used as a quarantine site, remains of serious concern, as it undermines the capacity 
of already vulnerable communities to prevent infection. 

Seventy-seven of this month’s demolitions and seizures were in Area C and 23 in 
East Jerusalem, resulting in the displacement of nearly 140 people, while over 400 
others had their livelihoods, or access to services, affected. All the incidents were on 
grounds of a lack of building permits, which are nearly impossible for Palestinians 
to obtain. 

In July 2019, the Israeli security cabinet announced the promotion of 700 housing 
units for Palestinians in Area C. However, by end June 2020, only one building 
permit, allowing for the construction of six housing units, has been issued, according 
to official information obtained by the Israeli organization ‘Peace Now’. By contrast, 
between July 2019 and March 2020, the Israeli authorities issued a total of 1,094 
building permits in Israeli settlements in Area C, according to the Israeli Central 
Bureau of Statistics.

Ten of the structures demolished or seized by the Israeli authorities in June 2020 had 
been provided as humanitarian assistance at a value of over 27,000 euros. Another 
four donor-funded aid structures were destroyed or damaged by Israeli settlers in 
Lifjim, a small herding community in Nablus. 

The Hebron Governorate, which is the hardest hit by the COVID-19 outbreak, was 
also the most affected by demolitions, accounting for over 40 per cent of the targeted 

HIGHLIGHTS
• 100 structures demolished or seized in 

June, the highest level since January 
2017.

• Of the targeted structures, ten were 
humanitarian aid, including a tent used 
as a quarantine site.

• Only six out of 700 housing units 
announced for Palestinians in Area C 
were issued permits.
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WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS AND 
DISPLACEMENT: AN OVERVIEW

STRUCTURES
DEMOLISHED/SEIZED 

Monthly Averages

JUNE FIGURES 

ASSISTANCE DEMOLISHED/
SEIZED IN 2020

STRUCTURES TARGETED

East Jerusalem 23

Area C 77
Area B 0
Area A 0

PEOPLE IMPACTED

Displaced 137

Affected 436
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One of eight demolished homes in Mirkez community in the Massafer Yatta One of eight demolished homes in Mirkez community in the Massafer Yatta 
area (Hebron), 3 June 2020.area (Hebron), 3 June 2020.
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https://peacenow.org.il/en/on-israels-decision-for-palestinian-construction-permits-in-area-c
https://peacenow.org.il/en/on-israels-decision-for-palestinian-construction-permits-in-area-c


2

WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS / SEIZURES / SEALINGS – JUNE 2020
Structures 

demolished
People displaced* People Affected**

All Children All Children
East Jerusalem 23 57 34 106 49

Area C 77 80 44 330 147
TOTAL 100 137 78 436 196

* Includes all people who had a structure used as their habitual place of residence demolished.
** Includes all people who had any of their property, other than their residence, demolished. Displaced and affected are mutually exclusive categories, 
i.e. people counted under the former are not included in the latter.

structures in Area C (33). Over half of these structures were located in Massafer Yatta, an area declared a closed ‘firing 
zone’ for military training, where some 1,200 Palestinians are at risk of forcible transfer. The largest incident in this 
area took place on 3 June in the community of Mirkez, where 14 residential and livelihood structures, including four 
donor-funded, were targeted, displacing 36 people, including 23 children. In Maghayer al Abeed, within the same ‘firing 
zone’, the Israeli authorities seized a donor-funded tent that had been provided as a quarantine site for the community 
and recently used by a family with COVID-19. 

Also affected this month were four Palestinian Bedouin communities in Area C of the Jerusalem governorate, located 
within or next to an area slated for the expansion of the Ma’ale Adumim settlement (the E1 plan), where 17 structures, 
including two donor-funded, were demolished or seized. In another community in the same area, Jabal al Baba, Israeli 
authorities carried out a land survey and handed over demolition orders. 

Two of the structures targeted this month, including one donor-funded structure, were demolished based on Military 
Order 1797, which allows for the expedited removal of unlicensed structures deemed as “new”, down from eight in May. 
Since coming into effect in July 2019, at least 12 donor-funded structures, have been demolished based on this order. 

In East Jerusalem, over half of the structures targeted this month were self-demolished by their owners, following the 
receipt of demolition orders, to avoid demolition fees and reduce damage to adjacent structures and personal belongings. 
This follows a trend observed since the start of 2020. 

Six of the structures demolished in East Jerusalem were in the Jabal al Mukabbir neighborhood, the most affected 
area over the past three years. One of these structures, home to 11 people, including seven children, was located on 
the route of a major road (the so called ‘Eastern Ring Road’), currently under construction; the road cuts through the 
neighborhood and will connect Israeli settlements in the southern West Bank to Jerusalem. 
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DEMOLITION/SEIZURE OF DONOR-FUNDED AID STRUCTURES - JUNE 2020

DEMOLITION OR STOP-WORK ORDERS AFFECTING DONOR-FUNDED AID STRUCTURES 
– JUNE 2020 

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of 
incident

Estimated 
cost in euros

18 June Al Khader Bethlehem Residential 
structure 1 Demolition 

(MO1797) 11,593

11 June At Taybe Hebron Agriculture 
structure 1 Seizure 3,828

9 June Al Muntar Jerusalem Metal storage shed 1 Seizure 1,334

9 June Abu George Road 
Bedouins - Nkheila Jerusalem Residential 

structure 1 Seizure N/A

8 June As Sawahira ash 
Sharqiya Jerusalem Agricultural 

structure 1 Demolition N/A

3 June Maghayer al Abeed Hebron Tent (quarantine 
site) 1 Seizure 657

3 June Mirkez Hebron Residential 
shelters 4 Demolition 9,700

Total 10 27,112

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of 
incident

Estimated 
cost in Euros

30 June Umm Faghara Hebron Residential shelter 1 Demolition 
order 3,794

28 June Saadet Tha’lah Hebron Water cistern 1 Stop-work 
order N/A

24 June Ibziq Tubas Residential caravan 1 Stop-work 
order 4,774

Total 3 8,568
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