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OVERVIEW
In March, the Israeli authorities demolished, forced people to demolish, or seized 
58 Palestinian-owned structures across the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 
This resulted in the displacement of 81 people, including 42 children, and otherwise 
affected the livelihoods, or access to services, of nearly 200 others. All the structures 
were located in Area C or East Jerusalem and were targeted due to a lack of building 
permits, which are nearly impossible for Palestinians to obtain. 

Sixteen of the structures, all located in Area C communities, had been provided as 
humanitarian aid for a total value of more than 20,000 euros. Another 29 donor-
funded structures, at a value of nearly 86,000 euros, were served demolition orders 
in Hammamat al Maleh - Al Meiteh, a Bedouin and herding community in the 
northern Jordan Valley, which is now facing the risk of mass-demolition.

In the first quarter of 2021, the Israeli authorities demolished, forced people to 
demolish, or seized at least 292 Palestinian-owned structures across the West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem, displacing 450 people, including 246 children. This 
constitutes a 121 per cent increase in the targeting of structures and a 126 per cent 
increase in people displaced, compared with the same period in 2020 (132 and 201 
respectively). Also, the monthly average of structures targeted in 2021 so far (97) 
constitutes a 37 per cent increase compared with the monthly average in all of 2020 
(71).

Forty-two of the structures targeted in March were located in Area C, 24 (or 57 
per cent) in areas designated by the Israeli authorities as closed military zones 
for training or ‘firing zones’. More than half of the targeted structures (23) were 
located in Bedouin and herding communities, including ten structures provided as 
humanitarian aid. These communities are some of the most vulnerable in the West 
Bank, with limited access to education and health services, and to water, sanitation, 
and electricity infrastructure. 

The practice of seizing unlicensed structures in Area C has steadily increased in 
recent years, both in absolute terms and as a proportion of structures targeted overall. 

HIGHLIGHTS
• The targeting of donor-funded aid

more than doubled in the first quarter
of 2021, compared with the monthly
average in 2020.

• Jordan Valley community at risk of
mass-demolition after 29 humanitarian
aid structures were handed demolition
orders.

• Re-activation of demolition orders in Al
Bustan area of Silwan (East Jerusalem),
raises risk of mass displacement.

www.ochaopt.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs occupied Palestinian territory

P. O. Box 38712 East Jerusalem 91386 l tel +972 (0)2 582 9962 l fax +972 (0)2 582 5841 l ochaopt@un.org   facebook.com/ochaopt
Coordination Saves Lives

WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS AND 
DISPLACEMENT: AN OVERVIEW

STRUCTURES
DEMOLISHED/SEIZED 

Monthly Averages

MARCH FIGURES 

ASSISTANCE DEMOLISHED/
SEIZED IN 2021

STRUCTURES TARGETED

East Jerusalem 16

Area C 42
Area B 0
Area A 0

PEOPLE IMPACTED

Displaced 81

Affected 191

STRUCTURES DEMOLISHED/SEIZED

All others Donor-Funded

584134

13

115

2020

61

36

2021
(Jan-Mar)

20192018

MARCH  2021

A demolished home in Khallet Athaba’ (Hebron), where six Palestinians, A demolished home in Khallet Athaba’ (Hebron), where six Palestinians, 
including four children, were displaced on 2 March 2021. Photo by OCHA.including four children, were displaced on 2 March 2021. Photo by OCHA.
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/peak-demolitions-and-confiscations-amidst-increasing-denial-right-justice
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Structures 
demolished

People displaced* People Affected**

All Children All Children
East Jerusalem 16 22 13 64 27

Area C 42 59 29 127 59
TOTAL 58 81 42 191 86

* Includes all people who had a structure used as their habitual place of residence demolished.
** Includes all people who had any of their property, other than their residence, demolished. Displaced and affected are mutually exclusive categories, 
i.e. people counted under the former are not included in the latter.

In March, 28 structures (67 per cent of all structures targeted) in Area C were seized without prior warning. So far in 
2021, 64 per cent of targeted structures have been seized, more than double compared with 2020 (30 per cent). Seizure 
procedures do not oblige the authorities to provide prior notice, thus preventing affected people from formally objecting 
in advance. Seizure procedures have been characterized by the ICA Head of the Supervision Unit as  “a strategic tool”.

Sixteen structures were demolished in East Jerusalem: nine were demolished by the Jerusalem Municipality and seven by 
the owners themselves, following the issuance of a demolition order. In one of the incidents, on 24 March, the Jerusalem 
Municipality, along with Israeli forces, demolished a home in Jabal Al Mukabbir, displacing two households comprising 
seven people, including three children, one of whom was a five-day-old infant. The households had been paying fines as 
a penalty for lacking an Israeli-issued building permit since June 2019, approximately NIS900 a month (approximately 
230 euros).

Since the beginning of 2021, nearly 50 per cent of all demolitions in East Jerusalem have been carried out by the owners 
themselves, following the issuance of a demolition order by the Jerusalem Municipality.

In late February, the Jerusalem Municipality requested the Local Affairs Court to reactivate demolition orders against 
some 70 Palestinian homes in the Al Bustan area, in the Silwan neighbourhood of East Jerusalem, which would lead to the 
displacement of up to 1,500 Palestinians. The Municipality has longstanding plans to build a touristic and archeological 
park on the site, but following public pressure, the demolition orders had been frozen since 2010 to allow for a solution 
negotiated between the Municipality and the residents. The latter submitted alternative plans to allow them to stay in 
the area, all of which were rejected by the District Planning Committee, the last one in December 2020. In mid-March, 
the residents submitted a response to the Municipality’s request to the court, asking to freeze the demolition orders for 
12 more months, to proceed with further negotiations. 
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https://main.knesset.gov.il/Activity/committees/ForeignAffairs/Pages/CommitteeTVarchive.aspx?TopicID=20708
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/?u=6a7a435a1c6d7fa55daae8d58&id=f075bcaf2f
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* These items are not counted as structures in OCHA’s tracking system.

DEMOLITION/SEIZURE OF DONOR-FUNDED AID STRUCTURES MARCH 2021

DEMOLITION/STOP-WORK ORDERS AFFECTING DONOR-FUNDED AID STRUCTURES MARCH 2021

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of 
incident

Estimated cost in 
euros

17 March Az Za'ayyem 
Za'atreh Herders

Jerusalem Residential tents 2 Seizure 780

17 March An Nuwei'ma Al-
Fauqa Bedouins

Jericho Residential tent 1 Seizure 390

17 March Khirbet Tana Nablus Residential structures, 
Agricultural tent, Livelihood tent

5 Seizure 3,097

2 March At Tuwani Hebron Residential structures, Mobile 
latrine

2 Demolition 
(MO1797)

2,958

2 March Khallet Athaba Hebron Residential structures 3 Demolition 4,771

1 March Fasayil al Wusta Jericho Livelihood structures, Latrine unit, 
Water tank*

3 Seizure 8,131

Total 16 20,127

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of 
incident

Estimated cost in 
euros

11 March Hammamat al 
Maleh - Al Meitah

Tubas Residential tents 17 Demolition 
order

33,456

11 March Hammamat al 
Maleh - Al Meitah

Tubas Solar panel systems, Water 
network

12 Demolition 
order

52,324

Total 29 85,780
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