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In October, the Israeli authorities demolished, forced people to demolish, or seized 43 
Palestinian-owned structures across the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. This resulted 
in the displacement of eight people, and affected the livelihoods, or access to services, of 
about 2,000 others. All the structures were targeted due to the lack of building permits, 
which are nearly impossible for Palestinians to obtain in Area C and East Jerusalem.  

The number of structures demolished or seized, and  people displaced in October  remains 
one of the lowest recorded months since the beginning of the year. So far in 2021, the 
number of structures demolished or seized and people displaced has recorded an increase 
of 19 and 23 per cent, respectively, compared with the equivalent period in 2020. Also this 
year, 328 structures, or 56 per cent of all structures targeted in Area C, have been seized 
without, or with very short, prior notice, utilizing various military orders, effectively 
preventing people from objecting in advance.                                          

Two structures funded by the EU or its member states were demolished or seized in 
October, both in Area C. These included a water network in the Massafer Yatta area, which 
destruction resulted in cutting off access to piped water for over 1,100 people. The other 
structure is part of a school providing education to around 50 students from five Bedouin 
communities in the Jorday Valley. Five other EU-funded structures, at a value of about 
9,700 Euros, received warning or stop-work orders. Additionally, dozens of trees and 
saplings provided by the EU, were reportedly vandalized by settlers, ahead of the olive 
harvest season. 

Also in Area C, two agricultural roads were demolished, which undermined the access of 
470 people, including farmers and their families, to their land,  in Tayasir (Jordan Valley) 
and  in Ya’bad (Jenin). Five of the total structures were demolished on the basis of Military 
Order 1797, providing a 96-hour notice only and very limited grounds, for legally 
challenging a demolition.  

Twelve structures were demolished in East Jerusalem, of which nine were demolished by 
their owners, including a house in the Wadi al Joz neighbourhood, displacing a family of 
four. Since the beginning of the year in East Jerusalem, 77 structures have been 
demolished by their owners. 

 

WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS AND DISPLACEMENT:  
AN OVERVIEW  

October 2021 

Highlights 

• After an over four-year low in 
September, demolitions resumed in 
October, albeit at a rate below this 
year’s monthly average. 

• Some 20 per cent more structures 
have been demolished or seized in the 
first ten months of 2021 compared 
with the equivalent period in 2020; 
with almost  25 per cent more people 
were displaced.   

• Two EU-funded structures were 
demolished this month, and five 
others are at risk of demolition.  

 

October 2021 FIGURES   

STRUCTURES 
DEMOLISHED/SEIZED 

  

East Jerusalem 12  

Area C 31  

Area B 0  

Area A 0  

PEOPLE IMPACTED   

Displaced     8  

Affected      1,991  

   

 

n to a Kindergarten demolished in Beit Safafa 
rhood in East Jerusalem on 17 August 2021. 

  OCHA.  

Demolition of a road in Ya’bad (Jenin). 19 October. Photo by 
OCHA.  
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WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS / SEIZURES 

 
 

    
 
 

 
DEMOLITION/SEIZURE OF DONOR-FUNDED AID STRUCTURES OCTOBER 2021 
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Structures 
Demolished/ 
Seized/Sealed 

People Displaced* People Affected** 

  All Children All Children 
East Jerusalem 12 4 2 49 24 
Area C 31 4 0 1,942 981 
TOTAL 43 8 2 1,991 1,005 
* Includes all people who had a structure used as their habitual place of residence demolished. 
** Includes all people who had any of their property, other than their residence, demolished. Displaced and affected are mutually exclusive categories, i.e. people counted under 
the former are not included in the latter. 

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures 

Type of incident  Estimated 
cost in 
Euros 

14 October Ras al Tin Ramallah Water latrine 3 Confiscation  - 

18 October  Tayasir Tubas Agricultural Road  1 Demolition  - 

25 October Khallet 
Athaba’ 

Hebron Water network 
(affected part 50m) 

1 Demolition  418 

25 October Hammamt 
Al Maleh 

Tubas School 1 Confiscation  - 

25 October Hammamat 
Al Maleh 

Tubas 
 

School 1 Confiscation  4,517 

25 October Umm 
Fagarah  

Hebron Residential tent 1 Confiscation  - 
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** These items are not counted as structures in OCHA’s tracking system. 
 

 
DEMOLITION/STOP-WORK ORDERS AFFECTING DONOR-FUNDED AID STRUCTURES 
OCTOBER 2021 

 
 
 
 

OTHER AFFECTED DONOR-FUNDED ITEMS OCTOBER 2021 

 
TARGETED DONOR-FUNDED AID STRUCTURES 
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14 October Ras at Tin Ramallah Two water tanks**  
 
 

0 Demolition  271 
 

Total    8   5,206 

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number 
of 

structures 

Type of incident  Estimated cost 
in Euros 

28 October Ibziq  Tubas  Health clinic (tent 
and mobile latrine) 

1 Warning  2,062 

25 October Duma  Nablus Agricultural 
structure 

1 Warning  2,059 

6 October Huwwara  Nablus Livelihood 
structures 

3 Stop-work orders  5,594 

Total    5   9,715 

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number 
of 

structures 

Type of incident  Estimated cost 
in Euros 

12 October Sabastiya  Nablus 120 apricote 
saplings (uprooted) 

0 Vandalized as a result of 
settler violence 

 316 

11 October Ni’lin  Ramallah 10 olive saplings 0 Vandalized as a result of 
settler violence 

 80 

8 October At Taybeh  Hebron 100 olive trees 0 Vandalized as a result of 
settler violence 

 803 

Total    -   1,199 


