Clashes near the Gaza perimeter fence, 30 March 2018. © Photo by Mahmoud A Jour
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SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES | @)ocHaA

December 2018
Deteriorating living conditions, unpaid teacher salaries and lack of school
budgets call into question the ability of the education system to deliver adequate N
education to over 500,000 students. Some 70 per cent of UNRWA schools
and 63 per cent of those run by the Ministry of Education already operate on
a double- or triple-shift system, reducing instructional hours on core subjects A
and foundation learning. This is compounded by UNRWA's financial crisis, and
uncertainty regarding whether the Agency can continue operating its schools Erez
and delivering core services. e Passenger
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In 2018, the Gaza Strip witnessed a significant increase
in casualties in the context of the 'Great March of Return'
demonstrations and parallel hostilities. The burden
generated by the enormous rise in trauma casualties has
been exacerbated by the long-term shortage of medicines
and limited capacities of health facilities. These limitations
are driven by the electricity deficit and the ongoing
salary crisis affecting government employees, among
other reasons. As the health system deteriorates, the
dependence on the referral of patients to medical facilities
outside Gaza increases; however, the rate of approval of
permit requests to leave Gaza for this purpose declined.
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WASH FACILITIES | @)ocHA

December 2018

The combined effect of the blockade, the internal political divide and the
chronic energy crisis has undermined the operation of water and wastewater
infrastructure and facilities. Current extraction from the coastal aquifer,
Gaza's sole natural source of water, is almost three times the aquifer’s
sustainable annual recharge, leading to the increased contamination of
the aquifer: over 96 per cent of groundwater in Gaza is unfit for human
consumption. Due to the poor quality of piped water, for drinking, most
families rely on the purchase of trucked desalinated/purified water, which
is 15-20 times more expensive than water from the network. The above
mentioned factors have also resulted in the discharge of over 100 million
litres of poorly treated sewage into the sea every day, posing serious health
and environmental hazards.
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AREAS AT RISK OF FLOODING IN GAZA & OCHA

7

Dozens of low-lying locations across Gaza have been identified
as being at risk of flooding due to rainfall or overflow of
wastewater reservoirs and pumping stations. This is driven by S -
the precarious state of the infrastructure, which has undergone /*\'K/l\
minimal upgrading or repair over the last decade, despite rapid 84

population growth and widespread damage from recurrent 101’759 Erez
hostilities, and the chronic electricity deficit, which has g Passenger
undermined the operation of existing facilities. The ability of Crossing
service providers to implement infrastructural projects in high-
risk areas has been also limited due to the lack of funding and
import restrictions of essential inputs, among other reasons.
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REFUGEE NEEDS IN THE GAZA STRIP | ) OCHA

October 2018

Palestine refugees represent 70 per cent of the total Gaza population. The 1.4 million Palestine refugees in Gaza, as all people in Gaza, are currently experiencing a deep
socio-economic crisis, in a situation of de-development caused by both economic as well as political events. There is significant increased demand for services from UNRWA
resulting from a growth in the number of registered Palestine refugees, the extent of their vulnerability and their deepening poverty. With the continuing restrictions on the
movement of people and goods, the widespread loss of livelihoods due to the 2014 conflict, and the recent crisis resulting from PA allowance cuts and electricity shortages,
the number of refugees requiring food assistance has been continuously increasing, showing an increase in poverty levels. Similarly, the number of medical consultations at
UNRWA health centers has been regularly increasing since December 2016, becoming more pronounced from mid-2017. Unemployment levels rose again to over 54 per cent
in Q2 2018.

The restrictions on the movement of people and goods, and the dire socio-economic situation, have had serious repercussions on the psychosocial well-being of Palestine
refugees in Gaza. UNRWA's Community Mental Health Programme conducted a study in May 2017 assessing the psychosocial well-being of 2,262 adult refugees and 3,142
refugee students. The study found a high level of psychosocial stress among both refugee students and adults, with almost one half of adults (48.9 per cent) experiencing
poor well-being, with 63 per cent of these warranting further screening for depression, and almost 30 per cent of children experiencing serious difficulties.

oGAZA STRIP KEY FACTS

Al figures are from UNRWA sources unless otherwise stated

r M 1 .9 Million Total Population — North Gaza

258,049

1 4 Million (70%) Registered Refugees

(CEVZ)
396,563

365 km2 Total area
M 5,203

\ P ApprOX|mate inhabitants per Km?
WKm\/

Middle Areage
280,835 &y

5 68% roud insecur
= 70 Food insecurity
Source: SefSec 2018

.0

. 0
= 9% potable piped water S

ﬁ 290 000 (25%) of children in

need of psycho -social support

ISRAEL @ Crossing Point

Closed Crossing Point

R :'-““
54.90/0 Q32018* Ratan

S o

Passenger® Main Road
Crossin

69.5% youth unemployment - : Local Road

41.1% for men and 71.5% for women ® KesmShlm Governorate Boundary
’fo Crossing Built-up Area

A 5 Km
*Source: PCBS 2018
NUMBER OF REFUGEES IDENTIFIED BY UNRWA NEW ENROLLMENT IN UNRWA SCHOOLS

AS LIVING IN POVERTY

(Refugees in need of food assistance)

) I 566,513

@— 809,850 1200

55 I
2016 971,837

ﬁ_ 1,091,045

23128 I 1,011,544 (2014-2015) (2015-2016) (2016-2017) (2017-2018)

O



Gaza has been suffering for over a decade from an electricity deficit driven by a range of factors occurring amid rapid
population growth. The functioning of Gaza's sole power plant has been impaired by disputes between Palestinian
authorities in Gaza and Ramallah over the funding and taxation of fuel, as well as over the collection of payments from
electricity consumers; the destruction of fuel storage tanks by an Israeli air strike in July 2014; and the restrictions on
the import of spare parts, equipment, and fuel in the context of Israel’s blockade. This has been exacerbated by the poor
state of the distribution network, which results in significant electricity losses. The resulting shortages in electricity have

disrupted the delivery of basic services and undermined already vulnerable livelihoods and living conditions.

For more information:
www.ochaopt.org/page/gaza-strip-electricity-supply

GAZA POWER DEFICIT  &)OCHA

December 2018

>> z

5 ELECTRICITY DEMAND/SUPPLY
IN MEGAWATTS (MW)

| 148mw |
2018 (%) 302 uw peic
Tmw
| 146Mw |
2017 @ 304 mw Deficit
8mw

M Gaza Power Plant M Egyptian Lines [ Israeli Lines

Grizim
(Al Bahar Line)

Meiron
(Beit Lahia line)

Nekarot
(Baghdad Line)

]W? (Al gﬁlla‘;dfine)
]vwg (Al SI?:# Line)

12 Romah

MW (Middle Line)

Kela'
(Kisufim Line)

Shiryon
(Khan Yunis Line)
— Electric Feeder (Israel)
— Electric Feeder (Egypt)
— Electric Feeder (Power Plant)
& Water Treatment Facility
Palestine 2] Pumping Station
i 12 Surya @ Wastewater Desalination Plant
¥ (Rafah Line) astewater Desalination Pla
®  Water Wells
4 8 Km — —— Perimeter fence

-

’
“ Kerem Shalom
@ (Karrm Abu Salem)



Longstanding restrictions on the movement of people and goods to and from Gaza have undermined the
living conditions of about two million Palestinians in that area. Many of the restrictions, originally imposed
by Israel in the early 1990s, were intensified after June 2007, following the Hamas takeover of Gaza and the
imposition of a land, sea and air blockade, citing security concerns. Movement between Gaza and Egypt has
been restricted as well. These restrictions continue to reduce access to livelihoods, essential services and
housing, disrupt family life, and undermine people’s hopes for a secure and prosperous future.

For more information:
www.ochaopt.org/data/crossings P
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CASUALTIES IN THE CONTEXT OF DEMONSTRATIONS AND |
HOSTILITIES IN GAZA | &) OCHA

30 March - 31 December 2018

OVERVIEW

Since 30 March 2018, the Gaza Strip has witnessed a significant increase in Palestinian casualties in the context of mass demonstrations and other activities along Israel’s
perimeter fence with Gaza, taking place as part of the «Great March of Return» (GMR), as well as during hostilities and access related incidents. The large number of casualties
among unarmed Palestinian demonstrators, including a high percentage of demonstrators hit by live ammunition, has raised concerns about excessive use of force by Israeli
troops. Exposure of children to violence and lack of protection for medical teams are also of concern. Despite significant assistance provided, addressing the resulting multi-
sectoral needs of the mass influx of casualties remains challenging due to the lack of funds, years of blockade, the internal divide and a chronic energy crisis.
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