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Izbet Abu Adam is situated 11 km east of the Green Line.  

 
After trying unsuccessfully to obtain names and phone numbers of any 

inhabitants of Izbet Abu Adam, we decided just to go. Our taxi driver pointed 
out Abu Adam’s son’s store in Sarta on the way from Qarawa roadblock and 
then continued up the twisty rocky path towards the izbe. We arrived to a 

baffled but welcoming family who was undoubtedly not used to foreigners 
coming to visit, especially foreigners who had come specifically to see them 

because their home was marked on a map.  
 
Izbet Abu Adam consists of two houses, at least one cave, two wells, a palm 

tree, and many crops and animals, including sheep, chickens, and rabbits. 
The family owns a total of 150 dunams of land, and the area actually referred 

to as Izbet Abu Adam, or “the izbe”, comprises 35 of those dunams. The 
family has ownership papers from the Ottoman Period, and has been living 
there consistently at least since the 1930s. In the 1950s, Abu Adam built a 

house and moved out of the cave, but members of the family continued to 
sleep in the cave for many years.  

 
The izbe is a peaceful place, and was even more peaceful before the 

construction of a nearby major settler highway that has taken much of their 
land. The neighboring factories of Barqan settlement also took land from this 
family and others in Sarta when its southern area was built in 1982, but 

fortunately the settlers and Israeli authorities have not yet tried to encroach 
on the izbe itself.  

 
Most of the family members had never seen a map of the Wall, and a few of 
them knew nothing about its path, which is expected to pass between Sarta 

and Izbet Abu Adam, cutting the family off from school, work, and all other 
services and leaving their village and its land on the Israeli side. The children 

may not be too fond of their steep walk to and from school in Sarta 
everyday, especially in the mud of the winter months, but it is certainly 
better than not attending school at all. Perhaps they will get Israeli 

citizenship and attend Israeli schools, we joked, knowing full well that this 
was not the case. 
 


