News Brief
Date: 4 June 2009
On the Occasion of World Environment Day

Al Dameer Issues a Special Report Entitled “Marine Environment in the Gaza Strip”
On 4 June 2009, Al Dameer Association for Human Rights issued the third environmental report series entitled “Marine Environment in the Gaza Strip” on the occasion of World Environment Day that will coincide tomorrow, 5 June 2009. The UN General Assembly established world Environment Day (WED) in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. In this day all the countries of the world support the increase in the activities and events that protect the environment and its component. That was in addition to raising environmental awareness and communication between states on all local, regional, and international levels to reduce pollution and environmental problems.  
Al Dameer issued this report in order to monitor the Israeli violations against the marine environment that directly affected the fish wealth and the marine life in general. The report also, documented the Israeli violations that affected the fishermen rights in the Gaza Strip and prevented them from performing their work freely and endangered their lives. These Israeli violations constitute a grave breach to all international conventions, agreements, and treaties that include special items and annexes for the protection of the marine environment. 
 Those factors are represented in the continual Israeli siege, closure of the crossing points and borders of Gaza strip, the continual closure of Gaza shores for fishermen and limiting them to a few marine wealth, which restrict the fishermen's activity, halting and preventing the implementation of developmental projects in the water and sewage sector, like rehabilitating the sewage treatment plants and making recycling waste water, instead of pumping the raw sewage water to the sea. Al – Dameer Association plays an important role in promoting environmental awareness among citizens and suggests ways to address the serious problem of marine environment pollution, with the various types of contaminants, in a proper manner in order to guarantee the protection of both, the environment and the citizens' health. It also teaches citizens how to relate to the marine environment as a means of participation in stopping the serious issue of marine environment pollution from becoming worse as a result of the improper practices by citizens.
This report sheds a light on a number of serious and sensitive issues that have led to increasing marine environment pollution problems in the Gaza Strip. It also sheds a light on how this crises has become even more serious since the beginning of 2008, as a result of the Israeli occupation policy of restricting and stopping the fuel supply from reaching Gaza, the continuation of the Israeli siege, also freezing the developmental projects of vital sectors and by that disabling the regular operation of water and sewage services. Treatment of sewage water in Gaza is considered the most serious contaminant to marine life. Discharging raw sewage water directly in to the sea shore has escalated pollution rates of the sea water along the cost of Gaza Strip. 
The report included some legal flashes on the right to a sound and clean environment. There are some international and local laws that are concerned with the marine environment and its protection from all types of pollutants. Moreover, the report devoted a topic that clarifies the meaning of marine pollution, its types, and sources and the most significant Palestinian marine environment pollutants. The third subject in the report is on the methods of excessive fishing used by some Palestinian fishermen. This part of the report shed light on the methods of excessive fishing and its risks on the marine environment. The report also shed light on the pollution resulted from solid wastes, rubble, and construction debris that are accumulated in some regions along the sea shore of the Gaza Strip.  
The report also dealt with a special topic on the violations perpetrated by the Israeli naval forces against the Palestinian fishermen, which greatly affected the fishing sector. Moreover, the report devoted the subject before the final to the most dangerous marine environment pollutants in the Gaza Strip as waste water. The most outstanding source of marine pollution along the shore of Gaza Strip is discharging the raw waste water and dumping solid wastes into the sea water, which has had its negative impact on marine environment and public health.  The last topic of the report is a summary of the current situation of the marine environment in the Gaza Strip from the point of view of one of experts and environmental activists in the Gaza Strip and the chairman of the Environment Quality Authority Dr. Yousef Abu Safia. In order to clarify this situation, the report concluded its final pages with pictures taken by Al Dameer Association for Human Rights, which reflect the effects of marine environment pollution in the Gaza Strip at the present time.   
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