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Gaza WASH Cluster Coordination Meeting Minutes

Date: June 30, 2009

Place: UNICEF meeting room.   Time: 14:00 – 15:30

Organizations represented: 

UNICEF


Islamic Relief

GVC



NRC





ACF



CMWU




Oxfam GB


Lifesource

Save the Children

PHG

UNDP/ PAPP




Meeting Chairperson: Mark Buttle 

Welcome and Introductions

Thanks to attendees of lessons learnt session last week.

Action: Due to the evolving relief environment it was decided to hold WASH general coordination meetings monthly from now on. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 28 th July

1. Minutes of the last meeting – action points followed up

· Still pending WHO issuance of their recommendations on which areas are the most polluted.

· Still pending UNDP’s report on their seawater contamination revised study, will be sent to WASH once ready.

· Need to follow up with WHO  (Dalia Salha’s replacement) on Ministry of Education’s instructions manual.

2. Working groups update

Water Tankering

The working group is inactive at present as most emergency tankering has finished (CARE International also finished water tankering on 30/6/09). CMWU is continuing to tanker water to serve the 10,000 people in E. Jabalya and E Gaza without connections to the network.

Health Promotion

Polluted seawater remains a risk to Gaza citizens most of whom bathe during the summer.

The Cluster is taking actions:

1) WHO have been asked and agreed to produce clear recommendations on which areas are the most polluted. These were to be issued on Tuesday 30th June – however at present WHO have still not issued them. WASH is chasing this.

2) A programme of longer term testing is under consideration, both for revising recommendations this year and to strengthen data for next year.

3) Longer term, institutional issues will be drawn to the attention of the Early Recovery cluster.

Action: UNDP will send a report on this issue to WASH, when complete.

Drinking water: PHG and GVC have in the past shared the findings of their study on contamination of drinking and municipality water in Al-Buraij and Annusairat areas (mid Gaza Strip) which showed that drinking water stored in peoples homes is likely to be contaminated with fecal coliforms.

Coordination of raising awareness of contamination in Schools’ drinking water is being undertaken by WHO. Action: WASH to check if the Ministry of Education still distributing instructions manual to the schools or not. If yes; is it updated or not? And check what WHO are doing in relation to this.

Monitoring and surveillance
A meeting was held on Sunday 28th to discuss the WASH Monitoring Questionnaire (Household Level Survey).

Action: A final draft will be circulated soon for comments. 

Note that UNDP Early Recovery section will start a socio- economics monitoring survey, including 10 basic indicators that maybe of interest to WASH when revising the questionnaire.

Advocacy
Translated reports from Al-Dameer are being revised and will be made available once approved. Oxfam is planning an advocacy work that will be determined soon. People were invited to an advocacy meeting on working group on 1st July at Al Dameer (invites sent to the usual people as well).

Action: WASH to chase the Al-Dameer reports

Technical
The number of persons with no access to local networks decreased from 18,000 to 10,000. Action: meetings with CMWU will now be held every two weeks, with updates from Mahmoud Shatat who will represent CMWU. Organizations in the wash cluster will be asked for their updates by email. A bulletin will be issued every 2 weeks, then the WASH national stitrep will be issued monthly based on the previous two bulletins.

3. Presentation by CMWU

Mahmoud Shatat gave a brief presentation on CMWUs priorities highlighting the issue of poor water quality as a result of delays to sewage treatment projects, and the need to initiate longer term projects.

His presentation will be circulated with these minutes.

4. Contingency Planning

A brief discussion was held on c the contingency planning and emergency preparedness with the following outcomes:

Action: WASH invited the participants to join a meeting next Tuesday, the 23rd of June at 2pm, at UNICEF, to discuss lessons learned from WASH coordination during the recent crisis.

Action: WASH will circulate the UNICEF/WES Gaza Contingency Plan (not revised for some time) and the UN Gaza Contingency Plan (June 2008) and will follow up by organizing a contingency planning workshop. 

5. Inter-cluster issues – (Early Recovery, Environment and Health)

Early Recovery: WASH cluster will coordinate with Early Recovery on longer term issues.

Action: a workshop will be organized by WASH on Early Recovery in the WASH sector, dealing with a) longer term projects and integration with the water sector masterplan, b) funding possibilities for such projects and c) integration with other early recovery activities.

6. Information Management

Nina Odling departs as WASH cluster information manager in Jerusalem. We wish her all the best and many thanks for her hard work. A replacement is being recruited and will sit in the Oxfam Office in Jerusalem.

7. Partner updates – any gaps and issues

No major announcements

8. AOB

Next Meeting: Tuesday 28th July, 2pm at UNICEF.

Participants
	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	e-mail

	Adel Abu-Ikmeil
	ACF
	0598 912 922
	Wspm-pt-ga@acf-e.org

	Mahmoud Shatat
	CMWU
	0599 330 224
	mshatat@cmwu.ps

	Elena Hogan
	GVC
	0598 378 495
	Elena.Hogan@gvc-italia.org

	Tamer Zuhri
	Islamic Relief
	0599 609 611
	Zuhri_2020@hotomail.com

	Samer Al Jaabary
	Lifesource
	0599 833 046
	samer@lifesource.ps

	Zafer Al Helou
	NRC
	0599 246 525
	Zafer8@hotmail.com

	Bashar Ashour
	PHG
	0599 860 984
	basher@phg.org

	Richard Snellen
	UNDP/PAPP
	0599 604 662
	Rick.snellen@gmail.com

	Eman Aqeel
	UNICEF
	0599 259 809
	Eaqeel@unicef.org

	Mohammed Zayyan 
	UNICEF
	0598 934 720
	mzayyan@unicef.org

	Mark Buttle
	WASH Cluster
	0598 910838
	mbuttle@oxfam.org.uk

	Noha Nijim
	WASH Cluster
	0598 910 834
	Nnijim@oxfam.org.uk


