MHPSS meeting minutes (26.04.2009)

· Jordanian civil defense training initiative:

Many feedbacks came from the participants on the manual that the Jordanian civil defense mission are using for training psychosocial workers in Gaza, the feedbacks can be summarized as the following:

· It is psychiatry based manual.

· It is using different approaches in tackling the immediate effect of trauma on people like psychodynamic, medical approach and short debriefing approaches.

· The training methodology was not clear in the manual and the manual needs to be written in a better way.

Recommendation:

The discussion resulted in forming a technical committee composed of thee technical representatives from Gaza Community Mental Health Programme, MoH, and Merci Corps. The committee main  job will be to evaluate the manual, to meet the trainers, to evaluate the training took place by the same trainers for medical relief staff and to raise their recommendations for the MHPSS partners by the next scheduled meeting.

·  District level briefing:

Two of the organizations who are regularly participating in the district level meetings participated in MHPSS meeting. The two organizations (GCMHP and Sharek) stated that they didn’t meet on the district level during the last two weeks and the meetings are not taking a regular rhythm recently.

Recommendation:

· The sub-cluster leads will ask UNRWA to help of re-activating the coordination mechanisms on the district level.

· The tools and level of MHPSS interventions and needs among population on the district level needs to be discussed and revised next meeting.

Briefing on CAP/FLASH mid-year review:

Dr. Jorge Martinez, the health cluster coordinator, briefed the MHPSS sub-cluster participants on the mid-year review of the proposals submitted to both CAP and flash appeal. All organizations submitted proposals to both funding mechanisms need to review their proposals to be valid for funding for 6 months time.
Recommendations:

· All organizations submitted proposals to CAP/Flash should inform the sub-cluster leads if they got any funds for their projects from any other sources.

· Proposals submitted should be revised in terms of their objectives, activities and budget to be valid for funding for 6 months time instead of one year.

· All organizations need to submit their revised proposals by the 30th of April 2009.

· Briefing on mental health steering committee:

The ministry of health in Gaza has re-activated the steering committee for mental health to be composed of Gaza stakeholders only. The steering committee’s main objectives is to oversee the implementation of all MHPSS programs in Gaza and ensure the accordance of all implemented MHPSS activities with the national mental health plan which produced in 2004. The steering committee has been formed by different ministries representatives, local universities, NGOs and INGOs and it has identified 4 main tasks to tackle in the meantime:

1- Reviewing national mental health plan and all mental health plans developed recently by different organizations;

2- Mapping of MHPSS resources in Gaza;

3- Developing emergency mental health plan;

4- Establishing a legislative system for mental health. 
