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During the month of April, Hamas-appointed employees were running the Referral Abroad Department (RAD) till the 27th of April, after they took over the department in the 22nd of March, 2009. During this period they have approved and issued about 650 referral documents, 451 were to Egyptian Hospitals, 151 to Gaza NGOs, 31 to Jerusalem, 10 to WB, 6 to Jordan, and 1 to Israeli Hospitals.

On the 27th of April at 11:20 am, Ramallah-appointed team received the Referral Abroad Department (RAD). The return of the team came after an agreement that has been reached under the sponsorship and support of WHO, PCHR, Dr Iyad Al Sarraj, and Civil Society Organizations. The handover of the Department went smoothly in the presence of WHO, OCHA, and PCHR, where the stamps and keys have been handed to Dr. Bassam Al Badry, the Director of RAD appointed by MoH-Ramallah who was accompanied by the team that used to work with him before the 22nd of March 09 (the date Hamas has taken over the RAD).

Simultaneously, at 11:30 am, the Minister of Health in the de facto government- Gaza has made a press conference, explaining the problem in the RAD and repeating the allegations of the corruption and bad attitude of the medical committee and the workers that have been appointed by MoH-Ramallah at the RAD, and reasons that have pushed them to take over the department. He added that they are returning back the RAD to the old team after reaching an agreement of changing the medical committee to professional doctors who have good reputation, and that, he is giving two months chance for changes to happen and for seeing an improvement in the work of the department, calling the sponsors of the agreement to monitor the work within the department in the coming two months.
The District Liaison and Coordination Office (DCO), which is responsible for coordinating the crossing of referred patients via Erez Crossing, resumed their duties on the 27th of April at the same time with the return of Ramallah appointed team to RAD.
From the 27th till the end of April, 2009 the RAD has approved 262 referral documents distributed to various treatment places as shown in the following table.

	The Treating Place
	No. of Referrals

	Gaza (Non MoH)
	9

	WB (MoH & NGOs)
	20

	Jerusalem
	66

	Egypt
	143

	Jordan
	18

	Israel
	6

	Total
	262


Also, during this period, the DCO has received 73 applications for permit to cross Erez (47 males and 26 females), where 20 (12 females and 8 males) (27.4%) patients had their permits granted in a timely manner; 15 (8 females and 7 males) (20.5%) had their applications delayed; 38 (6 females and 32 males)(52 %) are to be interviewed by the General Security Service before a decision is taken about their crossing. 
The distribution of the results of patients applications to cross Erez according to age group is as shown in the following table.
	The age group in years
	Under processing
	Approved
	Denied
	After GSS interview
	Incomplete documents
	Total

	0-3 
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	04- 15
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0
	5

	16 – 40
	7
	3
	0
	29
	1
	40

	41 - 60
	5
	10
	0
	9
	0
	24

	More than 61
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Grand Total
	14
	20
	0
	38
	1
	73


According to the Palestinian Liaison Officer at Erez, 90 patients have actually crossed Erez during April, 2009. 69 of them have liaised their crossing by Peres Peace Center and Physicians for Human Rights- Israel, and 21 were liaised by DCO.

Also, during April, and according to the Passport Officer at Rafah Border, 495 patients have crossed the border for treatment in Egypt, and 220 patients returned from Egypt after completing their treatment. Almost 80 % of patients who crossed Rafah border were carrying Hamas-appointed medical committee documents while the rest carried documents issued by PA before the 22nd of March, 09. The Egyptian hospitals only accepted the documents issued by PA, and denied the treatment of other patients holding Hamas documents. Some patients experienced much delay to access their treatment before deciding to pay for it from their own money, others asked the help from Shareeat Committee ( a charity religious committee) and Arab Physicians Union, who provided them with the required financial coverage and coordinated their treatment at Egyptian NGOs hospitals. 
However, some patients died, either before accessing the medical facility they have been referred to, or due to delay in accessing them, as they have reached them in a critical and poor condition. WHO confirmed the death of 8 patients during March and 4 during April, 2009 as shown in the annex below.

 Table 1 : List of Patients who died before accessing the suitable health facilities for the    month of March, 2009.
	#
	Name
	Sex
	Age

(yrs) 
	Diagnosis
	Date applied to cross for treatment abroad 
	Date of approval by Israeli authorities/ Egyptian Authorities 
	Date of death
	Remarks

	1
	Manar Hassan Abu Rejailah
	M
	21
	CVA
	25 Feb. 2009 to Egypt
	None
	3 March 2009
	closed Rafah Border 

	2
	Ahlam Rebhi Ayyad
	F
	45
	Cancer
	24 Feb 2009 to Muttala Hosp (WB)
	No answer
	4 March 2009
	The patient used to be treated at Okhlof and Barsali Hosp, and had 11 approvals during 2008, but after the MoH Minister decision of referring patients to non Israeli Hospitals, the patient applied to be treated at Muttala Hosp. at WB, but died before receiving any answer from Israeli side.

	3
	Ayah Abdulkareem Abdo
	F
	18
	Cancer
	22 January 09 to Egypt
	None
	9 March 2009
	Closed Rafah Border 

	4
	Faris Mohammed Koraisem
	M
	8 months
	Cardiac disease
	 March 09
	No answer
	17 March 09
	Patient died before receiving any answer.

	5
	Dina Al Dorainy
	F
	5
	Brain Tumer
	4 Feb. 09 to Egypt
	None
	19 March 09
	Closed Rafah Border

	6
	Moh’d Fouad Al Batran
	M
	3
	Acute Leukemia
	22 March 09 to WB 
	No answer
	23 March 09
	Died at Pedia. Specialist Hosp. 

	7
	Mohammed Hassan Zagout
	M
	51
	Cancer
	17 Feb.09 to Egypt
	None
	26 March 09
	Closed Rafah Border

	8
	Abeer Al Agha
	F
	30
	Burns
	27 March 09 to WB
	No answer
	31 March 09
	Died at Shifa Hosp


Table 2 : List of Patients who died before accessing the suitable health facilities for the    month of April, 2009.
	#
	Name
	Sex
	Age

(yrs) 
	Diagn-osis
	Date applied to cross for treatment abroad 
	Date of approval by Israeli authorities/ 
	Date of death
	Remarks

	1
	Monna Saadeldeen Al Batran
	F
	2
	Cancer
	8 March 09
	15 March 09 to Nasser Institute Hospital-Egypt
	9 April 09
	closed Rafah border 

	2
	Fatema Ibrahim Al Shindy
	F
	62
	Vascular
	9 March 09
	16 March 09  to Nasser Institute Hospital-Egypt
	10 April 09
	closed Rafah border 

	3
	Na’eem Ibrahim Al Ejla 
	M
	58
	Abdomenal Cancer
	23 March 09
	25 March 09 to Nasser Institute Hospital-Egypt 
	21 April 09
	When Rafah border opened on the 18th of April, the patient reached Nasser Inst. Hospital, but denied admission as he carried Hamas-appointed medical committee documents. The patient stayed in a rented flat waiting his family to secure a PA referral documents. As his case deteriorated after 3 days and could not wait longer, he had to pay the hospital for his treatment, but his case was too late and he died in ICU on 21 April 09. 

	4
	Rajab Khaleel Al Sahhar
	M
	70
	Renal Failure
	11 August 08 to Nasser Inst. Hospital-Egypt 
	August 08
	24 April, 09
	After being denied entry to Egypt in 3 occasions when Rafah border opened, at last the patient managed to enter on the 18th of April 09. He was denied admission to Nasser Inst. Hospital because of no available bed vacancy.  The patient had to maintain his investigations and treatment on his expense awaiting the availability of vacant bed, and when that happened on the 24 of April, his condition was very badly deteriorated, and died few hours after admission on the 24th of April 09. 


