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	Ministry of Health Emergency Operation Room Update

3rd  March 2009- (Local Time 13:00 pm)



	Shipment #4 of Medical Supplies sent to Gaza from

MOH Warehouses in Ramallah since the war on Gaza

Tuesday  03/03/2009

The Ministry of Health loaded eleven trucks of medical supplies from the MoH and several stakeholders to Gaza.  A total of 195 pallets are expected to be shipped tomorrow from the central drug store in Ramallah to arrive during the afternoon of the same day into Gaza. Details about the shipment is shown in the table below:

Health Stakeholder

# of pallets

Description

Beneficiary

1.

MOH

84

Drugs, vaccines, lab reagents, consumables

MOH

2.

Natouf (Qatari Red Crescent Society)

28

drugs

MOH

3.

MoH

13

Drugs, consumables and medical equipment

MOH , PFBS, UHWC, EGH

4. 

UNFPA

3

Bed covers, drugs

MOH

5.

Medical Relief

21

First aid kits

Medical Relief

Union of Health Work Committees (UHWC)

16

Drugs, consumables, ME)

UHWC

6.

Care Int.

23

Drugs, consumables, medical equipment

MOH

7.

NORWAC

3

ME (softener, anesthesia machine)

MOH

8.

Italian Cooperation (Past Project)

1

Stationery & office equipment, drugs

MOH(environment. Health dept., cancer registry, quality office of Shifa H., PAST office

9.

CARITAS

3

consumables

MOH

Total # of Pallets = 195




EVENTS:

HEALTH CLUSTER MEETING- MARCH 3, 2009

The Health Cluster convened today in the MoH premises a technical meeting to follow up on a previous meeting that took place last week between the Health Minister, WHO and OCHA to discuss the role of the health cluster, the need to adhere to humanitarian principles in the given circumstances and the potential for returning to pre-crisis mechanisms or even more effective ones for NGOs to deliver their supplies into Gaza.

GENERAL:
Gaza death toll rises to 1,455 as two more die of wounds in Egypt; 22 recovered return through Rafah. (Ma’an News). On March 3rd, Dima Said Ahmad Al Rahl, a one and half year old baby girl died in the Egyptian hospitals due to the brain injury she suffered from as a result of Israeli strikes during the war on Gaza. 
Restrictions on Medical Equipment and Drugs to East Jerusalem

The Minister of Health issued a statement to the Israeli Minister of Health addressing the issue of denying the access of purchased or donated (foreign-made) medical equipment into East Jerusalem if it is in stock or purchased by Palestinian agents or dealers. This medical equipment is necessary for the continued operation of East Jerusalem Hospitals. 
The Minister of Health reiterated that Palestinian dealers as well as Israeli dealers representing foreign companies have repeatedly supplied East Jerusalem hospitals with equipment through a legal arrangement that allows for trade between Israel and the Palestinian Authority in accordance with the Paris Protocol of 1994 signed by the PLO and Israel. Thus all donations and purchases are legal and covered by official tax and trade arrangements.

Israeli authorities have also stopped allowing drugs that have been either delivered to the West Bank or produced in the West Bank from entering East Jerusalem Hospitals. These medications are need by the East Jerusalem pharmacies as well as hospitals.

The Minister considered these new restrictions as extremely concerning and appreciated the immediate attention to resolve this issue.

World leaders pledge support for Gaza, PA at Sharm conference

The international donor countries conference to rebuild Gaza began Monday morning in the Egyptian resort town of Sharm Ash-Sheikh. The PA plan for the donors’ conference in Sharm Ash-Sheikh is a focus on Gaza, with a two tier plan to rebuild and revitalize the Strip with the support of donors and international agencies.
By the end of the conference, Donor countries pledged 5.2 billion US dollars in new funds to the Palestinian Authority (PA). For the health and nutrition sector, the donor community pledged a total of 35.720 US Dollars specifically to reconstruct and rehabilitate the totally and partially destroyed clinics and hospitals and with the majority of the funds (30.47 US Dollars) dedicated to provide medical assistance for disabled casualties. The table below summarizes the interventions in the health and nutrition sector and the amounts allocated to each intervention. 
	Social Sector
	Type of Damage
	Early Recovery & Reconstruction Interventions
	Estimated Cost of Interventions

(million of US $)
	Total Cost of the subsector

(millions of US $)

	Health & Nutrition
	3 totally destroyed clinics including equipment, supplies & furniture

5 partially destroyed hospitals

1900 disabled casualties require medical assistance
	Reconstruct & rehabilitate totally destroyed clinics

Rehabilitate the partially destroyed clinics & hospitals & restore health service delivery

Provide medical assistance for disabled casualties
	1.445

3.800

30.475
	35.720


Arab Gulf states planned to pledge 1.65 billion in aid over a period of up to five years. The United States pledged 900 million, of which 300 million are earmarked for Gaza while the European Union pledged 436 million EUROS (552.6 million US dollars) both to the reconstruction of Gaza and the Palestinian Authority. The UN chief Ban Ki-Moon, said that Israel’s blockade of Gaza is "intolerable" and that border crossings must be reopened to allow aid into Gaza. (Ma’an News: 03/03/2009)


MoH participated in the Health Arab Emergency Committee 

Palestinian Ministry of health participated recently in the urgent meeting held in Cairo by the Arab League. The meeting discussed the deterioration of health status in Gaza due to the Israeli aggression on Gaza. Six Arab countries attended the meeting (Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Egypt, Morocco, Palestine). Dr. Qasem Maani the director of International Cooperation Department in MoH and Dr. Hussam Tuqan the medical consultant of Palestinian Embassy represented Palestine.

REFERRALS THROUGH RAFAH
The most updated data dated 24 February about the total referrals through Rafah was 1146 including 41 martyrs and 502 discharged patients. 603 patients and injured are still being treated in Egyptian and Arab hospitals. 
As of March 3rd, the number of martyrs increased to 44 including a one and a half year old baby girl who died due to a brain injury she suffered from as a result of Israeli strikes during the war on Gaza.

The emergency operation room  responsible for following up on the health situation in Gaza has been established in the Palestinian ministry of health in collaboration with WHO and other international and local partners. Ministry of Health requests that all assistance, interventions and donations to the Health Sector be communicated to the operation room.

Telephone:  02 241 4013 Telefax: 02 241 4014 Mobile: 059 8919738ُ Email: moh.operation.room@gmail.com,  pmohor@who-health.org
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