Nutrition Working Group meeting

WHO Gaza Office

Thursday, 21 May 2009
The meeting was held at WHO Gaza office

Time: 12:30 – 2:00 pm

Attendance: See participants list
Agenda of the meeting:

· Flour fortification ANERA A2Z project in WB, and food fortification situation in Gaza.

· Other nutrition updates.

Main discussion points:
Amani from WHO pointed out that due to the importance of the flour fortification issue in Gaza, it was agreed that ANERA would present its project on Micronutrients and Child Blindness funded by USAID and implemented only in West Bank.   
Participants indicated that only UNRWA, ANERA and WFP distribute fortified flour and other food items such as fortified milk and biscuits, while the other private mills do not do the fortification and there is no control over them by the concerned PA bodies. 

Muna Abu Ramadan from ANERA made a detailed power point presentation about their A2Z project and discussion took place during the presentation and included the following;  

· All Gaza flour mills received the feeders for the fortification through the USAID most project in 2005, but they are not doing the fortification because of the unavailability of the premix.  The mills owners in Gaza are willing to buy the premix, but can not take the risk of procuring the premix and lose $15,000/MT for not being allowed to enter it through the boarders because of the IDF restrictions over boarder crossings and sometimes it is allowed but takes long time before entry causing its damage before reaching Gaza.

· In WB there are two HPLC equipments; one is donated from the A2Z project and the other one supplied by WHO, while in Gaza only WHO supplied one for the MOH central lab in Gaza. However, the machine in Gaza does not fully functioning due to the unavailability of the needed reagents.  WHO will supply reagents for testing vitamins A, D and E.
· ANERA indicated that they do the micronutrient tests at Al Azahar university labs which can do the tests for all micronutrients that the MOH can not do. 

· WHO will check with al Azhar University and see if they can provide technical assistance and training for the Ministry lab technicians.

· Last year WHO provided training for three MOH lab technicians in WB for one week, but this was not enough as they are supposed to have another week of training but due to closure on Gaza it was not possible.  WHO will work with UNICEF and MoH to plan training for MoH lab technicians in the coming period.
· WHO supported training for one maintenance engineer from WB to work on the HPLC machine maintenance and the engineer from Gaza was not able to go while due to the boarder closure.

· UNICEF will provide chemical reagents for the MOH lab for testing the blood and the food.

· Dr. Adanan Wahidi from Ard Al Insan indicated to the importance of setting up criteria when conducting the blood tests mainly for deficiency testing. We need to identify what are the needs and priorities and what are the best measures to control priority criteria in order to reach accumulative results to build policies for the health system and interventions, not implementing scattered projects and tests which are waste of resources.    

Action Points

· WHO will take the lead in discussing the issue of food fortification with UNICEF and WFP.  It is expected to come with a short concept paper where concerned parties can look into their involvement in this potential project and seek sources of funding.  ANERA, SCUS and Ard Al Insan are interested in the awareness component, while WHO and UNICEF are concerned with the capacity building for all relevant bodies and still there is a need for other partner or donor to provide funding for procuring the premix and other materials or equipment for the mills, they mentioned that this might be addressed to USAID.

List of documents to be provided by ANERA:

· The Report by al Quds Nutrition and Health Research Institute on the Baseline Nutrition Survey of women of Childbearing Age and Children.

· The updated version of the inspection manual

· The survey by Alpha on the complementary feeding practices among care givers of children age 6-36 months

· The Quality Market Brochure 

Next meeting will be on Thursday, June 4, 2009 at WHO office.
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