	 
	[Education Cluster  Meeting]

[ July 1, 2009]

[11:00 ]
[Al Azhar University – Continuing Education Centre ]

	

	
	

	
	 

	Coordinator:
	Maryan Koehler

	Note taker:
	

	
	

	Attendees:
	Dr. Mazen Hamada (Al Azhar Univeristy); Richard Snellen (UNDP); Mahumoud Abu-Nemeh (Ma’an Center); Suheil Tarazi (British Council); Mahmoud El-Hendy (British Council); Haneen Abu Nahla (Sharek); Ahmad Ashour (Tamer); Amir Yasin (UNWFP); Osama Damo (Save the Children); Eli Rognerud (UNESCO); Mohammed Arouki (UNESCO); Majwa Abu Haiba (UNRWA); Wedad Naser (Norwegian People Aid); Laetitia Lemaistre (UNICEF Education Cluster Coordinator); Firyel Snouno (USAid); Atef El-Ghussein (Welfare Association); Fahmy Abu-Shaaban (Welfare Association); Ibtisam Abu Shammala (UNICEF); Mona Zakout (Save the Children); Maryan Koehler (Education Cluster Coordinator)


	
	

	
	Agenda

· 11:00 
Welcome

· Al Azhar University

· Laetitia Lemaistre, Education Cluster Coordinator, West Bank, UNICEF

· 11:15 
Old business

· See Action Points

1. Update on INEE minimum standards workshop

2. Report from committee on early recovery, advocacy and evaluation 

1. Proposed one-day Education Cluster Gaza workshop on lessons learned and looking forward – Thursday July 16th 

· 11:30
Finalize Gaza Education Cluster Terms of Reference (TOR) 

· 12:15
Other business

	Time Allotted: 1and ½ hours
	Issues Discussed  
	

	Welcome

[image: image1]
	Dr. Jawad Ashour Wadi, President of Al Azhar University opened the meeting by wishing the Education Cluster a warm welcome. Dr. Wael M. Thabet, Director of the Continuing Education Center was also present. Professor Dr. Mazen Hamada gave a brief power point presentation about the university describing the university’s structure, its various faculties, post graduate studies, research centers, community and international programs. Dr. Mazen presented three current projects, the Master in Clinical Nutrition Program and the  Development of Science Lab Technician Program, both funded by the World Bank, and the Support to Palestinian Education Program, funded by the Italian Cooperation, Government and UNDP. 



	Laetitia Lemaistre, Education Cluster Coordinator West Bank UNICEF was introduced along with Eli Rognerud, Programme Specialist for Education in Post Conflict and Post-Disaster Situations, UNESCO, French office.  


	Old/New
 Business


	It was explained that the INEE minimum standards workshop, scheduled for early July, had to be cancelled as the trainer from UNESCO Beirut was not able to obtain coordination papers into Gaza in the allotted time. The next option discussed is to hold a workshop in mid-August, or after Ramadan, in conjunction with the West Bank education cluster.  


	A summary of action points from the June 25 meeting of the education cluster committee on early recovery, advocacy and evaluation was read.
 One of the action points was to organize a day-long workshop for the education cluster on Thursday, July 16, supported by funds from UNDP Early Recovery. The goal of the workshop is to strategize plans for early recovery. The cluster group gave their full support for such a workshop and will be engaged in the planning and format. 
The remaining 45 minutes were spent in group work, analyzing and suggesting preferred wording for the final version of the Gaza Education Cluster Terms of Reference (TOR). A handout describing the Gaza Early Recovery and Reconstruction Plan (GERRP)
 was distributed to inform members of its contents and to decide on its value in the TOR. It was agreed it should remain part of the TOR. It was agreed that the coordinator would finalize the TOR, distribute it for final approval, and post it on OCHA.
It was suggested that the workshop on July 16 substitute for the next cluster meeting. The committee on early recovery, advocacy and evaluation will meet to plan the workshop, along with any interested cluster participants.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30.

	
	








� Descriptions of the three projects are attached with the minutes. 


� See attached Minutes of Meeting


� See attached press release on GERRP





PAGE  
3

[image: image2.jpg]


