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Meeting Minutes of Disability Sub-Cluster (DSC) Meeting

Date: Monday, 18th May 2009
Time: 10:30am to 12:15pm
Venue: Gaza World Health Organization Conference Room

Update on cluster activities

Gender Needs Assessment

· The UN Inter Agency Gender Needs Survey “Voicing the need of women and men in Gaza: beyond the aftermath of the 23 day Israeli military operations ” was launched recently in Jerusalem and Gaza.
· As a follow-up to the first phase of the Gender Needs Assessment, and based on the afore mentioned survey findings, UNIFEM and GenCap Adviser are conducting 10 focus group discussions across 5 governorates in the Gaza Strip focusing on humanitarian aid. 
· The focus group discussion’s questions were developed through consultations with all sector leads. The final aim is to produce practical gender guidelines for the humanitarian sector in Gaza. The guidelines will be based on IASC gender guidelines, the face to face survey findings, and the focus group discussions. 

· The DSC Lead nominated three organisations to attend the meeting to ensure that the needs of persons with disabilities were reflected in the guidelines 
· The three organisations were Society of Friends of the RCVI, Right to Live Society and Society of Physically Handicapped People (SPHP) 

· The meeting is taking place today from 11:00am- 1:00pm at Marna House Hotel.  
Gender Needs Assessment / Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) 

· The DSC Lead explained again that the CPWG had forming a small "technical" group in order to discuss the design of an upcoming inter-agency Child Protection and Well-being Assessment,

· At the last meeting Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children offered to be the DSC representative in the CPWG to ensure that disability is mainstreamed in the assessment design.

· Atfaluna Society updated the DSC members about the meeting they attended, and said that they have not finalized the design of the assessment yet, but is likely to happen in the next meeting. 

Social Inclusion – UNDP

· UNDP is doing a Social Inclusion Assessment.  
· The assessment is looking at the inclusion of all people in society following the war. 
· The method of the assessment will be focus groups with people from different parts of Gazan society.  
· UNDP would like to ensure they include people with disability as well as the elderly in the assessment so they will be holding focus groups for people with disabilities and the elderly.  
· They would like DSC members to help them identify people to participate in these focus groups. 

· The DSC Lead asked the DSC members to inform her if they have any beneficiaries who could participate in the following focus groups:

1. Recently disabled as a result of the war- any type of disability

2. Recently had to assume the role of caregiver as a result of a family member becoming disabled- care givers are usually family members who provide daily support and care to a persons with a disability.

3. Long term disability- any type of disability

4. Long term caregiver of a family member with a disability

· UNDP is looking for both men and women who could participate in these focus groups. 
· The DSC Lead asked the DSC members to contact her by email or phone if they have any beneficiaries that could participate in these focus groups.

· The focus groups will be held from the 25th May onwards.
· UNDP are going to be training the facilitators for the focus groups and will conduct the training on Saturday 23rd.

Health Report

· WHO and the Health Cluster are working on a new report on Health in Gaza following the war. This report will be a follow up report on the initial assessment that has been produced  in February 2009. 
· There will be a section on the situation of persons who were injured and disabled as a result of the war. 
· In order to write this section, the DSC Lead and WHO representative asked that the DSC members provide her with any statistics they may have on people with specific types of disability resulting from the war (hearing impairment, vision impairment, spinal cord injury, head injuries, amputations etc).
· Handicap International has been able to extract some data from their database, but incomplete.

· The DSC Lead asked the DSC members to email her with their statistics and any other information by Tuesday 19th afternoon.
· The deadline of receiving the information is Wednesday 20th. This will give WHO some time to put things together and send the first draft out by the beginning of the next week.

Mapping / Gaza Response Activity Database (GRAD)

· The DCS Lead spoke about the production of maps by OCHA. Monday
1st June 2009 is the next reporting date. 

· Handicap International updated the DSC members about the mapping activity .

· They have a list of more than 70 disability service providers with accurate contact information. 

· HI is still meeting with people to assist them to fill in database, Excel Matrix and needs assessment in English.

· HI will finish initial data entry by Sunday 24th May 2009. 

· HI has sent a request to OCHA two weeks ago to set-up usernames and passwords for all disability service providers in Gaza, and the list is ready now.

· HI will enter data into database on behalf of some NGOs initially to ensure that data is entered correctly

· Later this month, HI will arrange training sessions for all NGOs on the use of GRAD so that NGOs can have access to the database and update or modify their own data at any time.

· The DSC Lead explained again that the GRAD is limited to activities related to the emergency and that the GRAD doesn’t map activities done before the War. 

HERF

· The DCS Lead explained that 15 projects were submitted. One has been approved and two are under consideration.

· The DSC Lead explained that she is working with OCHA to develop guidelines specific to the disability sector so that disability service providers know exactly what type of projects fit the HERF criteria. 

· The DSC Lead also explained that she is looking at ways to build capacity of stakeholders to apply for funding and write proposals using the new format which includes a log frame

· The DSC Lead said that she will provide the DSC members with information in this regard in the coming weeks.

Update from the Disability Working Group Committees

Services Committee 

· The Services Committee is a committee emerged from the Disability Working Group in the Gaza Strip for collaboration and coordination activities related to rehabilitation services and human resources.
· The Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Services Committee was disseminated on the DSC members at the meeting. The ToR explains the scope, goals & objectives, activities and membership of the Services Committee.
· The Services Committee updated the DSC members about their activities and explained that they are working on finalizing a draft questionnaire that the committee will use as a tool for collecting information about rehabilitation services provided in Gaza Strip and human resources of this field.. 

Information Committee

· The Information Committee updated the DSC members about their activities.

· They are still working on the ToR of the committee.
· They proposed to check statistics of the data presented in the first report issued by the National Society for Rehabilitation and the PMRS.
· They asked the DSC members to provide them with any information available about persons with disabilities.
· They are working on validating and verifying the data they already have.
· They explained that updating data takes time and effort and asked the DSC members not to rush them in this regard.
· The DSC Lead spoke about the screening done by MPDL and asked about the basis of its data, and if it is ongoing.

· The Information Committee explained that the screening done by MPDL in the year 2003 on Disability does not cover the whole Gaza strip and should be read carefully before commenting on data included in it.

Advocacy Committee
· The Advocacy Committee updated the DSC members about their activities.

· They are still working on the ToR of the committee.

·  Their meetings have been focusing on four main issues:

1. Siege and its impact on persons with disabilities (PWD) / the actual needs of PWD.

2. Early recovery according to the priorities and needs of PWD.

3. Compensations and positive discrimination for PWD.

4. Implementation of the Disability Law at both governmental and non-governmental levels.

· The committee drafted an action plan to address the above mentioned issues.

Issue of duplication of services and equipment for beneficiaries
· The DSC Lead explained that she has received many proposals requesting equipment for PWD. Everyone wants equipment and everyone wants to provide CBR services.

· The DSC Lead needs to know who is covering what areas, and what the real needs are.

·  The DSC Lead explained that the best way to avoid duplication of services and equipment for beneficiaries is by implementing an effective equipment lending system.

· The DSC Lead spoke about HAGAR and explained that HAGAR loans assistive devices and medical equipment to persons with injuries and PWDs.
· Systems similar to this are used in many health systems around the world.  A system like this in Gaza would avoid duplication of technical aids donated to beneficiaries, ensure good use and maintenance of the technical aids, and to avoid beneficiaries or service providers selling or equipment.
· The DSC Lead believes that there is a need to reinforce this kind of system in Gaza as it avoids duplication of equipment, selling of equipment and encourages people to take care of their equipment.  
· The DSC Lead suggested setting a meeting with stakeholders who provide equipment in order to discuss the current equipment lending system available in Gaza, look at ways to support it or look at new ways to ensure duplication does not happen. 

· The DSC Lead asked everyone to look at the current systems in place in Gaza and list the advantages and disadvantages of the current systems, lesson learned and suggestions on how to move forward.
AOB
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15pm. 
Next meeting is scheduled on Monday 1st June 2009, same venue, at 10:30am

Attendees

Adele Perry
 

(Disability Sub-Cluster Lead / HI Technical Advisor)
Maha Mehanna

(Handicap International "HI")
Ghada Al-Raee

(Handicap International "HI")
Dalia Salha 


(World Health Organization "WHO")
Abdelnaser Soboh

(World Health Organization "WHO")
Sarah Hunt


(HelpAge International)
Mais A. Ghooty

(MERLIN)
Azzam H. Al-Saqqa

(Christian Aid)
Hitham N. Al-Saqqa

(MAP.UK)
Nisreen Al-Borno

(National Center for Community Rehabilitation "NCCR")
Amani El-Haddad

(Artificial Limbs & Polio Centre "ALPC")
Ahmad Al-Helou

(Right to Live Society)
Eman Abed


(Palestine Red Crescent Society "PRCS")
Alia El-Keshawi

(Ministry of Health "MoH")
Naim Kabaja


(Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children)
Tania Mourtaja 
 
(Jabalia Rehabilitation Society "JRS")

Jamal Al-Rozzi 

(Palestinian Medical Relief Society "PMRS")
Sameer Abu Jayyab

(Society of Physically Handicapped People "SPHP")
Talal F. Ouda


(National Society for Rehabilitation "NSR")
Husam Elshaikh Yousef
(National Society for Rehabilitation "NSR")
Awni Matar


(General Union of Disabled Palestinians "GUDP")
Ala'a Ashatali
 

(The Palestinian Paralympics Committee for Disabled Sport) 
Minutes prepared by: Maha Mehanna, HI Liaison Officer, Monday, 18th May 2009
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