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Disability Sub-Cluster

Minutes of meeting

Date: 26th March 2009

Venue: Palestinian Red Crescent Society (PRCS) - Ramallah

Points Covered:

1. A brief introduction of Adele PERRY, the new Technical Advisor for Handicap International and her role.
2. Report on Disability in Palestine:

· The need for a comprehensive data regarding disability, since there is a lack of information (statistics about PWD, services providers …) in Palestine. Thus, the idea of having a consolidate report with a good profile about all the issues related to Disability. Ms. Adele introduced some statistics from National Center for Community Rehabilitation data collection where there are around 21166 PWD. 
· Janny Bosscher (United Nations Association International Service UNAIS) announced that they are in the process of finalising a qualitative report on disability. This report is the result of coordination between Welfare Association, Diakonia, Mercy Corps and others. UNAIS will present the final report in the coming weeks.  They will advise Disability Sub-cluster members of details regarding the launch of the report.

· OCHA requested that all the reports be posted on the OCHA website in the interests of information sharing.  UNAIS reported they had decided not to publish the findings of the report as yet, so would not post it on the website. 

· It was brought to the attention of the group that the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) did a survey during the war on the needs of the Gaza population which included the needs of PWD. The group discussed that the problem with PCBS statistics is a lack of definitions and terminology regarding Disability. 
Action Point: 
· Disability Sub cluster group suggests giving PCBS employees and data collection staff training about defining the terms of disability in order to be used in their forms in the data collection process. 

3. Gaza updates:

· Ms. Cathy Berti started by explaining the situation in the Gaza Disability Working Group.  The group is still resolving leadership issues, but there is a great willingness to work together and ensure effective coordination. 

· Regarding Mapping activity in Gaza, it's difficult to collect the data from the organizations due to factors (language problems where forms are in English, lack of interest by the NGOs …).

4. Mapping:
Mapping Sub-Committee:
· A sub-committee of the Disability Working Group in the Gaza Strip. Comprised of 7 NGOs to facilitate and support the mapping activities.
OCHA:

· The mapping process is ongoing but with delays as previously mentioned. HI met with Cecilia to discuss how the information gathered will be used in the form of maps etc.  
· The group needs to decide what maps and information they want OCHA to produce and when it should be produced.  
· Ideas included:

· Maps/reports: Services/Rehabilitation Centers by area, equipment Centers by area, NGOs activities and activities status by area.
· It was suggested that maps be updated every 6 months, but this depends on how often activities change
· An important point was how to map the Mobile Clinics, HI will contact Cecilia regarding this issue. 
5. Coordination:
Update from other cluster: 

Health:
· Health Cluster in Gaza, HI discussed with them if Disability sector can have a webpage on OCHA website as a main sector or under the health sector. Dr Jorge requested that the Disability link is set-up under the health cluster.

· All NGOs are welcome to insert and add their minutes and reports regarding disability on OCHA website.
Glue Cluster:
· Under the umbrella of the Early Recovery Cluster, UNDP (Early Recovery Cluster Facilitator) set up GLUE cluster. GLUE cluster composed of four sub-clusters: Governance, Non-agricultural livelihoods and the economy (NALE), Utilities Infrastructure and Natural Resources and the Environment.  
· Adele will attend meetings as representative for Disability Sub-Cluster when they commence.

Education:
· Lillrut Surras from SOIR represents the Disability Sub-Cluster in the Education Cluster.

· Education Cluster discussed mapping activity and the need for Terms of Reference (TOR) for their Ramallah and Gaza groups.

· Lillrut suggested we follow the Education cluster and ensure we have Terms of Reference for our Ramallah and Gaza groups to help co-ordination.

Protection and Shelter:
· Maha HI Liaison Officer in Gaza will attend Protection Cluster and Shelter/NFIs Cluster meetings on Monday March 30th 2009. 

Action Point:

· Develop TOR for both groups

6. UNDP Discussion Paper on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its implication in Crisis Prevention and Recovery:
· This paper was written in 2007 and discusses Persons with Disabilities in crisis and recovery.

· The co-author, Vanessa Farr of UNDP has asked for comments and feedback on the paper.  

· A question was raised about whether it's preferable to just read the paper or if there is a need for a presentation. 

Action Point: 
· Contact Ms. FARR and arrange for a presentation about this paper. 
· The paper will be distributed and mailed to everyone
7. Humanitarian Emergency Response Fund (HERF):
· A brief presentation about HERF.  It is an emergency funds administered by Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) as a response to the crisis in Gaza. Diakonia is taking the lead in vetting disability proposal on behalf of OCHA.

· There has been only one application by the SPHP. Diakonia was unable to respond to the proposal and giving recommendation as their representative was abroad. Handicap International following up on behalf of Diakonia and reported back to OCHA. 

· Main concern is that many effective small NGOs cannot write a proposal due to lack of resources or absence in proposal writing knowledge.  Many also do not know about the HERF fund.
Action Point

· HI to take the responsibility for contacting the NGOs regarding HERF fund.

· HI will translate HERF information to be sent to NGOs.

8. AOB:
· A request to update the DSC group about Early Recovery Cluster. Group members were encouraged to check the OCHA website for more information.
Action Point:

· HI  to get information from UNDP regarding ER

Next Meeting:

RAMALLAH: The next meeting will be held at 9:30 AM on Thursday, April 9th, at PRCS in Ramallah. Participants are encouraged to invite other organizations working/planning to work in the disability sector.
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