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Brussels,  28 October 2002

&RPPLVVLRQ�DSSURYHV�(85����PLOOLRQ� LQ� VXSSRUW�RI
3DOHVWLQLDQ� UHIRUP� HIIRUWV� DQG� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR� WKH
GHWHULRUDWLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG

7KH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�SURYLGLQJ�D�IXUWKHU��¼��PLOOLRQ�IRU�KXPDQLWDULDQ
DLG� RSHUDWLRQV� LQ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� 7HUULWRULHV�� DQRWKHU� ¼�� PLOOLRQ� WRZDUGV
UHIRUP�RI� WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ� MXGLFLDU\��¼��PLOOLRQ� LQ�HPHUJHQF\�VXSSRUW� IRU� WKH
SULYDWH�VHFWRU��DQG�¼���PLOOLRQ�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�KHDOWK�VHFWRU��7KLV�DLG�ZLOO�EH
FKDQQHOOHG� WKURXJK� WKH� (8� +XPDQLWDULDQ� $LG� 2IILFH� �(&+2�� DQG� WKH
(XURSH$LG� &R�RSHUDWLRQ� 2IILFH�� 7KH� (XURSHDQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� LV� DQ[LRXV� WR
HQVXUH� IXOO� DFFHVV� IRU� WKH� GHOLYHU\� RI� LWV� DVVLVWDQFH�� 6LQFH� PLG������ WKHUH
KDYH� EHHQ� RYHU� ��� LQFLGHQWV� LQYROYLQJ� (XURSHDQ� 1*2V�� RWKHU� FRQWUDFWRUV
ZRUNLQJ� IRU� WKH� (XURSHDQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� DQG� (&� RIILFLDOV� ZKR� KDYH� EHHQ
SUHYHQWHG� IURP� FDUU\LQJ� RXW� WKHLU� WDVNV� SURSHUO\�� � � ([WHUQDO� 5HODWLRQV
&RPPLVVLRQHU�&KULV�3DWWHQ�VDLG��³7KH�SURMHFWV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�(XURSHDQ
&RPPLVVLRQ�DUH�FRQFUHWH�LQLWLDWLYHV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�ZRUVHQLQJ�FULVLV�DQG
LQ� VXSSRUW� RI� WKH� RQJRLQJ� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� UHIRUP� SURFHVV�� ,VUDHO�PXVW�PDNH� LW
HDVLHU�IRU�KXPDQLWDULDQ�ZRUNHUV�WR�GR�WKHLU�MRE�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�WHUULWRULHV�´
&RPPLVVLRQHU� IRU� 'HYHORSPHQW� DQG� +XPDQLWDULDQ� $LG� 3RXO� 1LHOVRQ
FRPPHQWHG�� � ´7KH� KXPDQLWDULDQ� FULVLV� IDFLQJ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� SHRSOH� LV
GHHSHQLQJ�DQG� ,�DP�FRQFHUQHG�DW� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJO\�GLIILFXOW� VLWXDWLRQ�RQ� WKH
JURXQG� IRU� KXPDQLWDULDQ�PLVVLRQV� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�� ,� XUJH� ,VUDHO� WR� DOORZ� IXOO�
VDIH�� DQG� XQIHWWHUHG� DFFHVV� WR� WKRVH� LQ� GHVSHUDWH� QHHG� ZKR� GHSHQG� RQ
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DVVLVWDQFH�´

+XPDQLWDULDQ�DVVLVWDQFH worth ¼��PLOOLRQ��FKDQQHOOHG�WKURXJK�(&+2��ZLOO�EH�XVHG
to support the most vulnerable Palestinians in both the West Bank and Gaza. In the
course of the last six months the intensification of conflict has further exacerbated
the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the Middle East, leading to the need for new and
larger scale activities. This decision responds to the increasing humanitarian needs
of the Palestinian population by providing food and non-food items.  Field
assessments in the region have illustrated a growing problem in families’ food
supplies.  Purchasing power is decreasing, since many households no longer have
an income.  Due to closures, farmers in rural areas are unable to market their
products. Assistance is needed to ensure an adequate living standard and to prevent
the problems from worsening.

The funding will cover the distribution of monthly vouchers for the most vulnerable
families, provision of student and school kits, as well as complementary food
packages for malnourished children and their families. Support is also being
provided in the field of water and sanitation and in medical assistance through health
care programmes necessary to meet the urgent needs of the Palestinian population.

In addition ECHO is supporting the protection activities undertaken by the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) designed to ensure that civilians
are accorded the full protection foreseen under International Humanitarian Law.
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ECHO’s partners in the region, which include Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs), Red Cross-organisations and the United Nations Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) will implement the projects. ECHO has a
long-standing commitment to help all victims of the Middle East crises. Its support to
the region amounts to over ¼���PLOOLRQ�VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI������

A further four projects worth ¼���PLOOLRQ�DUH�DQQRXQFHG�WRGD\��WR�FRQWLQXH�VXSSRUW�IRU
the Palestinian reform process, and bilateral co-operation with the Palestinian
Authority. These will be channelled through the EuropeAid Cooperation Office.

- +HDOWK� VHFWRU�� ¼�� PLOOLRQ� will be used to address the deterioration in the
provision of health services by Palestinian hospitals in East-Jerusalem.  These
face a severe financial crisis, due to the general impoverishment of the
community, the loss of coverage under Israeli Heath Insurance and a drop in the
contribution from the Palestinian Authority.  This support package will help to
restore the viability of Palestinian hospitals in East-Jerusalem in terms of
services provision, management and training.

- $QRWKHU�¼��PLOOLRQ will be devoted to strengthening the overall capacity of the
PA Ministry of Health so that it is better placed over the medium term to address
the ever-increasing strains on the PA health service in the West Bank and
Gaza.

- -XGLFLDO�UHIRUP� An International Task Force and the Quartet has more recently
identified reform of the Palestinian judiciary as key priority. The ¼�� PLOOLRQ
assistance programme announced today, aims to reinforce the independence
and autonomy of the judiciary; increase systematic training; introduce new
procedural laws; improve material working conditions - including the provision of
an adequate information system; and reduce delays in the treatment of pending
cases. The overall aim of the Commission assistance in this sector is to assist
the Palestinian Authority in establishing a modern, efficient and independent
judicial system according to international best standards.

- 3ULYDWH�VHFWRU� The international community recognises the importance of the
private sector recovery within the overall context of the peace process. Most of
East Jerusalem’s economy is service-based and tourism-oriented. The current
crisis has had a devastating effect on the private sector in East Jerusalem and
the absence of tourists since the outbreak of the second Intifada has placed
most Palestinian business in a very difficult situation resulting in arrears, which,
through increased creditors’ pressure, threatens them with liquidation, asset
confiscation and business closure.   In this context, the Commission will provide
¼��PLOOLRQ in financial assistance to address the emergency situation faced by
small businesses. This decision will provide for a capital fund, in the form of a
revolving fund, to address the most urgent financial needs of Palestinian SMEs
in East Jerusalem.

%DFNJURXQG
The contributions mentioned above are in addition to increased support to United
Nation’s Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) general fund of
¼����PLOOLRQ�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�IRXU�\HDUV���������������UHFHQWO\�VLJQHG�E\�&RPPLVVLRQHU
Chris Patten. (See IP/02/1438)

The overall financial support for Palestinian Territories by the EC since 2000
amounts to ¼� 294,5 million humanitarian aid and ¼� ������ PLOOLRQ� RWKHU� VXSSRUWV
including forecasts up to the end of 2002. (Details on the overall support since 1994
can be found in the annex)
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+XPDQLWDULDQ�$LG�±�(&+2�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�DQG�IRRG�DLG �������������� �������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ���������������� ������������

Emergency food aid, Post Injury Rehabilitation, Psycho-Social Support, Water, Electricity, Non-Food Humanitarian items, Shelter Rehabilitation, including to Palestinian refugees outside the West Bank & Gaza

'HYHORSPHQW�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�3$���3DOHVWLQLDQ�1*2V ������������� ������������� ������������ ������������ ������������� ������������ ����� ������� ������������� ������������ ���������������� ������������

Infrastructure, health, environment, technical assistance, judiciary, human rights, food security, NGO co-financing, private sector, risk capital and interest subsidies for EIB operations

6XSSRUW�WR�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WR�KHOS�PHHW�XUJHQW�FXUUHQW
H[SHQVHV

������������� ������������� ������������ ������������ �������������� �������������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ��������������� ������������

For social sectors, health, salaries, municpalities (including budgetary assistance as of 2000/2001 - subject to conditions on budgetary austerity, administrative and financial reform monitored by IMF)

0LGGOH�(DVW�3HDFH�3URMHFWV��3HRSOH�WR�3HRSOH�SURJUDPPH �������������� �������������� ������������� ������������ �������������� ������ ������� ������������ �������������� �������������� ���������������� ��������������

Israeli/Arab/Palestinian co-operation on government and civil society level

&)63�&RXQWHU�7HUURULVP�3URJUDPPH �������������� �������������� ������������� ������������� �������������� �������������� ������������� �������������� �������������� ����������������� ��������������

CFSP budget, training of PA security services by Member States agencies

$VVLVWDQFH�*UDQWV�7RWDO� ������������� �������������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������� ������������ ��������������� �����������

(&�6XSSRUW�WR�5HIXJHHV�WKURXJK�815:$

 ������������� ������������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ��� ��������� ������������ ��������������� ������������

Contribution to UNWRA’s general fund

)RRG�$LG�SURJUDPPH�ZLWK�815:$ ������������� �������������� ������������ �������������� ������������� ������������� ������������ ������� ������ ������������� ������������������ �������������

Food assistance through Relief & Social Services, Health and Education programmes, cash assistance to Special Hardship Cases

815:$�7RWDO� ������������� �������������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ��������������� ������������

*UDQWV�7RWDO� ���������� ���������� ��������� ��������� ���������� ���������� ��������� ���������� ���������� ������������ �����������

(,%�/RDQV �������������� ������������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������� ������������ �������������� �������������� ��������������� ��������������

Private Sector, Infrastructure
*UDQWV�DQG�/RDQV�7RWDO� ������� ������� ������� ������� ������� ������� ������� ������� ������� ��������� ��������

727$/�$66,67$1&(����������� �����ELOOLRQ�(XURV�������ELOOLRQ�LQFOXGLQJ������IRUHFDVW�

'LVEXUVHPHQWV�����������LQ�¼�PLOOLRQ�H[FO��(,%�/RDQV


 ����������� ��������� ���������� ���������� Disbursement/ Commitment Rate
1999-2002:

',6%856(0(176�727$/� ��������������������������������������������������� ���

* ECHO operations for the Palestinians have no pre-programmed allocations because of the emergency situation and will therefore be decided throughout 2002 according to arising humanitarian needs

** United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees - The 2001 contribution of 57.3 MEURO includes a one-time emergency grant of 15 MEURO to help cover UNRWA’s 2001 deficit.

*** Since the EC assistance to the Palestinians is spread over several different budget lines, exact disbursement numbers are difficult to aggregate for the overall assistance in real time. The amounts provided here are reliable estimates, including disbu


