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% Providing freedom
from fear: minimizing
the threat of death or
injury caused by UXO
to those living and
working in Gaza; and,

7

+» Enhancing freedom
from want: supporting
rubble removal,
reconstruction and
rehabilitation of
housing, infrastructure,
agricultural land and
livelihoods in line with
the Palestinian
National Authority
Early Recovery &
Reconstruction Plan
2009-2010 (2 March
2009) and UN Security
Council Resolution
1860 (2009).

In the course of October, UNMAT Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) teams conducted Unexploded Ordnance (UXO)
Risk Assessments for 249 damaged and destroyed
houses and agricultural fields throughout the Gaza Strip -
in preparation of rubble removal and reconstruction/early
recovery activities coordinated by UNDP, UNRWA and CHF, as
well as rehabilitation of agricultural roads by ACF.

This brings the total number of Risk Assessments conducted by
UNMAT to 1,729, of which 31% have been categorized as
having a high or medium risk of UXO contamination, thereby
necessitating EOD follow-up. Hence, in October, EOD Teams
also continued to provide direct EOD support to UNDP
rubble removal teams working on “High” risk sites, in order to
provide safe clearance of ordnance.

In parallel, EOD Rapid Response activities are ongoing, with
teams responding to tasking requests from the local
population, local authorities and humanitarian agencies. EOD
Teams are also continuing to clear impact holes previously
identified in agricultural areas.

Moreover, during the reporting period, MAG conducted 18 UXO
Safety Awareness Training sessions for 428 humanitarian
aid workers, contracted rubble removal workers and site
managers (UNRWA, UNDP, ICRC, CHF and Country Charity
Society), as well as to civilian groups most at-risk (farmers and
residents of contaminated areas). These trainings are crucial
given the assessed risks and unknown threats in the sites.

Since the deployment of the UNMAT and MAG into Gaza on 23
January 2009, the Ministry of Health has reported that a total
of 30 persons have been injured and 10 persons killed as
a result of 18 UXO related accidents. The last accident
occurred on 1 October involving two teenagers aged 15 and 16
years.

PROCUREMENT AND ACCESS

After receiving the green light from the Israeli authorities at the end of September
2009, UNMAT is now in process of purchasing and importing the first batch of
explosives. These are expected to arrive in the course of December, thus enabling
UNMAS to demolish the items collected so far. Two isolated demolition sites have
been identified in the Gaza Strip; discussions with the relevant authorities and
preparations of the standard operating procedures are ongoing.

In September, UNMAT also received the long awaited approval from the Israeli
Ministry of Defense for the import of an armored vehicle, which will substantially
ease UNMAT’s overall management of operations in the field. The administrative
process is ongoing with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs customs.

Although access of UNMAT staff and implementing partners into Gaza has
been generally facilitated, a number of unexplained incidents occurred this month at
Erez crossing point, causing substantial delays for members of the Team and
subsequently impeding the smooth conduction of some activities.
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Achievements to date,
impacting 21,616 people

< UXO Risk Assessments:

1,729 buildings assessed to
date (i.e., 752,924 m’):
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+* UXO Located by EOD
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®,

°oe

*

- 262 items of
UXO/Explosive Remnants of
War (ERW), including 49
White Phosphorus items.
103 of these items were
located in the rubble since
7 July.

- 2,100 Small Arms
Ammunition.

UXO Safety Awareness

Training:

120 training sessions to
date for 2,928 persons
(2,385 males and 543
females):

- 56 General UXO Safety
briefings

- 5 UXO Training of Trainers
- 49 Level 1 Rubble
Removal, 8 Level 2 Rubble
Removal and 2 Level 3
Rubble Removal.

One of the 29 anti-tank mines
found so far by UNMAT this
month in the rubble of Yousef
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UNDP' s rubbl
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UNMAT would like to
thank its donors for
their support to mine
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action in Gaza

The UN Voluntary
Trust Fund (VTF)

The European
Commission;

The United
Kingdom
Department for
International
Development
(DfiD);

The Government
of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands;

The Swedish
International
Development
Agency (SIDA);

The United
Nations Office for
the Coordination
of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA)
through the HERF;

Programme of
Assistance to the
Palestinian People
(UNDP-PAPP).
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FUNDING AND WAY FORWARD

Imminent funding from the Government of Japan - UNMAT and MAG, in close
cooperation with UNDP, are in the process of securing an additional amount of USD 4.5
million from the Government of Japan, through the reprogramming of funds from a UNDP
project. This funding will see all current known Mine Action activities in the Gaza Strip
funded until the end of December 2010 and the increase of EOD Teams in the field given
the increase of requests for assessment and rapid response now that rubble removal have
started in Gaza.

CAP 2010 - Within the CAP 2010 process for the oPt and as a sub-sector of the Protection
Cluster, UNMAT has submitted a proposal amounting to USD 3.3 million to ensure (i) the
Mine Action management and coordination throughout 2010 in the oPt; and (ii) an in-
depth threat and needs assessment in the West Bank in conjunction with the Palestinian
National Mine Action Committee. The latter component is to ascertain the types and
duration of interventions (including Mine Risk Education), level of training and resources
required in area C of the West Bank, where a minimum of 15 confirmed minefields,
improperly fenced or marked, pose a severe threat to the population (composed mainly of
Bedouin communities).

Additional funding may be required further to the possible expansion of Mine Action
interventions to the West Bank and if supplementary EOD clearance activities are needed
in the agricultural lands laying within the buffer zone and within the rubble of destroyed
commercial and industrial zones in the Gaza Strip.

A

STORY FROM THE FIELD

On 27 October, at the request of ACF within their DfiD-funded
‘Emergency Cash for Work food security programme’ an EOD
MAG Team was sent to assess the Kraim Road in Gaza City. The
Team identified a house beside the road that had been heavily
shelled during Operation ‘Cast Lead’. This was confirmed by the
owner, who also conveyed his suspicion that a bomb was buried
in his backyard given the presence of a big hole in the middle of
water pipes (the owner operates a local company in support of
the water industry) (top picture).

Following an initial EOD site identification, the Team assessed
that, in all probability, an unexploded bomb remained at the
bottom of the hole. The task was therefore prioritized and the
machinery brought to the site for ground preparation. The
ordnance was thereafter identified (middle picture) as a 750 kg
M117, 700lb GP (general Purpose) bomb, made safe, and
excavated (bottom picture) a few hours later — allowing the owner
to safely handle his working material again and resume his
activities at full capacity, almost 10 months after the end of ‘Cast
Lead’.

Pictures by G. Kelly &.Dunn/MAG

The UNMAT-GO

Under the UN coordination and management, the five Mines Advisory Group (MAG) EOD Teams in Gaza are supported by an EOD
Operations Officer and a medical coordinator/paramedic provided by the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) personnel, as well

as a paramedic in Gaza provided by GlobalMedics. P N THE
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saves lives builds futures
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