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MINE ACTION IN GAZAA ONE YEAR AFTER

In the i mmedi ate aftermath of Operation ©6Cas fseekighta d
hand site columrthe United Nations Mine Action TearGaza Office (UNMATGO) was able to rapidly deploy the
capacity required to provide lifsaving assistance to Gazan communities throughout 2009. In December 2009
additional emergency contributions from the United Kingdom Department for International Development (DfiD),
the Government of the Netherlands and the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) through UNDF
have enabled UNMAT to confirm the continuation of its operations in Gaza until the end of March 28ilé
approximately USD 1 million is further required to cover the existing capacity until the end of June 2010. A revie
will be conducted in the first quarter of the year to determine the required capacity beyond a 3 month time frame.
It is envisaged that all known residential properties destroyed and currently accessible agricultural lands and acc
routes will be completed in Gaza by end of 2010. The implementation of EOD clearance is primarily linked to th
rubble removal process conducted by other agencies, therefore it is imperative that rubble removal is funded joint
and in collaboration with Mine ActionFurther Mine Action intervention will be required to provide EOD capacity

to support rubble removal and reconstruction activities of commercial and industrial zones as well as thos
agricultural areas falling within the 300m buffer zone were access is currently denied.
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At the end of o0Cast Leadod, Epr05|ve remnants of
destroyed buildings included Aftank mines, aircraft bombseither fuzed or unfuzed as well as other naval, air

or ground delivered ordnance. A year after its deployment, the role of the UNMAT remains crucial and widely
acknowledged by all stakeholders in Gaza, withdlseovery of 334 items of UXOs and ERVés of 31 December
2009, of which 167 has been found in the rubble during rubble removal projects which commenced on the 7 Ju
2009, as well as 2,100 small arms ammunitions. Out of the total number of items found, 53 contain whit
phosphorus and 68 are M15 aéink mines.

Since March 2009, 2,052 requests for assessments on properties or sites were received by UNDP, UNRWA, AC
NCR, CHF, CRS, the ICRC, Nama Organization, Life and Hope and Labour Resources in preparation of their rubl
removal and rehabilitation of roads projectd NMAT has now completed ,617 risk assessmentgsulting in 36
percent of the assessed buildings categorized as having a medium to high risk of containing UXO/ERW, theref
requiring Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) support to remove ordnance buried under the rliblgarallel, a

total of 157 UXO safety briefing sessioiave been held in English and Arabic for 2,8&rsonnel from UN
agencies, local and international NGOs, and Palestinian civiliarcanéfacted by UNDP, UNRWA and CHF to
minimize accidents due to mishandling of UXO by workers during rubble removal operations, as well@&si927
civilians such as farmers working in or near the buffer zone with Israel. EOD teams have been afleptond
rapidly (24/7) to the UXO threatwhether present at sites or on call, dependent upon the threat level, across the
Gaza Strip. Teams also responded to information received from the general public, either by using a dire
telephone link or by passing information on through the UXO safety awareness training sessions, while commun
liaison staff undertook work to facilitate the collection of information which led to EOD tasks.

Despite the successful implementation of the early recovery operations and ongoing emergency response
mi nes, UXO and ERW as a resu

to search beneath the ground surfacligh as communities and workers in Gaza continue to be threatened daily by UXOs and ERW. Data recorded by
and ease the search between andthe Ministry of Health since the end of the Operation indicates that, to dagepeople have been injured and

around the rubble.
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10 killed as a result of UX@elated accidents in the Gaza Sirhalf of them being children.

THE UNMAT-GO

Under UNMAS coordination and management, the Mines Advisory Group (MAG) deployed one EOD Technice
Operations Manager and five EOD Teams in Gaza in 2009, which were supported by a medical coordinato
paramedic provided by the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB), as well as a paramedic Gaza provide
GlobalMedic. With the exception of minor modifications, the configuration of the UNMZO will remain

unchanged in 2010.
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| Objectives of the UNMAT EOD SuPPORT TO UNDP RuUBBLE REMOVAL

-GO mission in the Gaza UNDP commenced their rubble the rubble removal process, anitem of UXO is located and the

Stip removal project in Gaza on 7 Julyensuring that the personnel has alimmediate safety precautions to
1. Providingreedom from 2009, with systematic UNMAT necessary UXO awareness andpe taken to prevent injury to his
fear: minimizing the threatof ~ GO EOD technical support 6acti ons ono6 s kpi kohiondben ‘they
death or injury caused by following UXO Risk Assessmentsyncover UXO within the rubble. erSonneto '

UXO to those living and of all properties to be cleared. ) Since the commencement of
working in Gaza; Training has also been provided toMCr€0ver, site Managers ynDP rubble removal on 7 July
and all personnel directly involved in contracted by UNDP have received 2909, 167 items have been
2. Enhancingzeedom from additional training to allow them to uncovered, made safe and
want: supporting rubble assess the best removed. With the exception of
removal, reconstruction and options for planning some properties located in the
rehabilitation of housing, their rubble removal pyffer zone which are inaccessible

activities on  sites for the moment, all planned risk

infrastructure, agricultural ;
Y assessed  asassessments with UNDP for the

Ia_nd and Ilvellh_opds in I|_ne oMedi umé gyea@ Pbbob N Kave . now  beon
with th_e Palestinian National risk of containing completed, while EOD support to
Authority Ea_rly Recovery & UXO, as well as UNDP bl’)l | ;
Reconstruction Plan 2009 specific instructions rubble removal continues.
2010 (2 March 2009) and UN on what to do when

Security Council Resolution
| 1860 (2009).

Pictures: UNDP
contractors removing
rubble from sites within =

Gaza.

ol have worked on many sites around the UK and ot
. than the average Palestinian in Gaza, and not even been offered a glass of water. The local people are the mo
hospitable people | have ever met and | find it t

lain McCulloch/MAG EOD Technician, 11 November 2009, Gaz

STORY OF MR NASSER

Unt il Oper at i on ofoJakalia, which shd duilt af®MAG conducted a risk assessment
Nasser, his wife, their five sons andworking in Israel for most of hison 5 July 2009 and classified the
their families were living in a three life. In early January, the whodhouse as having a
A report compiled by...... story house in quiet neighborhood family was forced to leave thecontaining UXOs. Indeed, when
Mohammad Abu Sal/ neighborhood the rubble was removed by UNDP
MAG. . = which was heavily contracted teams on 27 October,
* shelled by the IDF. UNMAT-GO EOD Teams found
After the end of two unexploded anttank mines
the military and safely removed them. In the
offensive on Gaza,meantime, Mr Nasser has built a
the family came shelter nearby in the property, to
back to their ensure that his family has a roof
house, only to find until crossings open and
it in ruins, totally construction materials enter Gaza,
demolished, makingand compensation will be granted,

_ them homeless. At to allow him to rebuild his house.
the request of

UNDP,
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